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DORDT AT 60
Dordt College turns 60 this year, and in this issue, we take a look at new growth 
while looking back at some of the important—and fun—milestones from our fi rst 
60 years. We’ve come a long way with God’s guidance, the dedicated and creative 
efforts of our academic community, and your help. Thank you!
FA
LL 2015
V
O
LU
M
E 61  |  ISSU
E 1 O
F 3
2A PLEASANT PLACE
The summer of 2015 brought hundreds of visitors to Dordt College. 
Within four weeks, the General Assembly of the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church, the Synod of the Christian Reformed Church, 
Dordt Discovery Days, and a new faith-development camp program 
called “Never The Same” gathered on campus. Many commented 
that Dordt College is a wonderful campus in a wonderful town.
Many fi rst-time visitors to our campus offer such comments with a 
tinge of surprise. Preconceived notions about Iowa, rural America, 
and Dordt College often disappear when people spend time here.
I know from meeting alumni at 50th class reunions that Dordt College and Sioux 
Center have changed in good ways over the years. Giving thanks to God for Dordt 
College, here, in this place, I’m reminded of the Psalmist’s words from 16:6—“The 
boundary lines have fallen for us in pleasant places.”
As Dordt celebrates its 60th anniversary and as Sioux Center gets ready to celebrate its 
125th anniversary in 2016, it’s a good time to refl ect on our relationship and to thank 
God for his providential care and goodness to both of us. It’s also appropriate to say 
thank you to the city and surrounding community for their participation and support.
Some highlights of our relationship include:
• The mutually supportive and encouraging relationship between our founder, the 
Rev. B.J. Haan, and then-mayor, Maurice Te Paske. The vision of “Progress Through 
Cooperation” of these two men and their shared faith in God helped make amazing 
things happen over the years. The cooperative relationship continues today.
• A diverse and growing local economy and employers who are eager to partner 
with us to provide off-campus employment and internships for students. And we 
help give fi rms and organizations ready, willing, eager, and educated employees.
• Welcoming churches of different denominations and worship styles open their 
doors and hearts to Dordt students. I know of many students who invite their 
“Sioux Center parents” to their weddings. Some families are now hosting the 
grandchildren of students they hosted in our early days.
• Strong partnerships with local Christian schools and collaborative efforts with 
community schools have led to joint-use athletic, art, and child development 
facilities.
As we mark these milestones together, we give thanks to God that Dordt College 
landed here and pray that he will continue to guide and bless our efforts.
Soli Deo Gloria!
DR. ERIK HOEKSTRA
WITH THE PRESIDENT
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The Voice, an outreach of Dordt 
College, is sent to you as alumni and 
friends of Christian higher education. 
The Voice is published three times 
each year to share information about 
the programs, activities, and people at 
Dordt College.
www.dordt.edu
(712) 722-6000
Send address corrections and 
correspondence to voice@dordt.edu 
or VOICE, Dordt College, 498 Fourth 
Ave. NE, Sioux Center, IA 51250-1606
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advancement John.Baas@dordt.edu
Our Mission
As an institution of higher education 
committed to a Reformed Christian 
perspective, Dordt College equips 
students, alumni, and the broader 
community to work effectively toward 
Christ-centered renewal in all aspects 
of contemporary life.
On the Cover
Pictured: the 
notorious pink 
bug prank from 
the late 1980s. 
Read more 
about pranks at 
Dordt starting 
on page 26, as 
we celebrate 
students’ 
playfulness and creativity over the 
years and offer a few caveats and 
cautionary tales. 
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4 Dordt’s campus is the 
place to be during election 
season, with candidates 
campaigning throughout 
Iowa leading up to the 
state’s February caucuses. 
8 Agriculture Professor 
Duane Bajema receives 
a large sustainable 
agriculture grant to help 
educate area beekeepers. 
12 Dordt College 
athletes are fi rst and 
foremost students, and 
they've been recognized 
regionally and nationally 
for their athletic and 
academic skills.
FEATURES
16 A campuswide 
global hunger theme is 
inspiring professors to take 
new approaches and is at 
the heart of a senior 
engineering design project 
to be built in Liberia. 
24  Dordt’s 60th is an 
opportunity for both 
refl ection and giving 
thanks. Check out some of 
the big milestones over the 
years.
26 What’s the best 
prank ever pulled at Dordt? 
The Styrofoam cup caper, 
or something else? Read 
about some favorites over 
the years, along with what 
NOT to do if you’re hoping 
to get on that best pranks 
list. 
ALUMNI
36 What keeps them 
coming back? Hear from 
alumni who have returned 
to Dordt as professors 
about what inspires them 
about working at Dordt. 
41 An alumni 
architecture exhibit visits 
campus for Defender Days 
and the 60th anniversary 
celebration.  
43 This year’s 
distinquished alumna, 
Michelle Bekkering (’99), 
was honored for her 
work in global politics, 
especially with women, at 
this year’s Defender Nation 
Dinner.
THIS ISSUE
Inside
60 YEARS
It’s a length of time that seems longer to some of us than to others. 
We’ve been digging through archives, 
databases, Voices, and Diamonds, 
discovering unexpected treasures, 
learning about clothing styles, hair 
styles, and rhetorical styles that have 
changed over six decades. 
We’ve sorted through 
foundational 
documents, talked 
to people who were 
inspired as students 
to return to work at 
Dordt, and had fun 
surveying the wide 
range of pranks played over the years. 
One thing that hasn’t changed is 
Dordt’s commitment to its founders’ 
vision, detailed on a plaque near the 
relatively new clock tower, outside 
the 13-year-old Campus Center.
The quote captures the founders’ goal 
of providing “an education that is 
Christian not merely in the sense that 
devotional exercises are appended 
to the ordinary work of the college, 
but in the larger and deeper sense 
that all the class work, all of the 
students’ intellectual, emotional, 
and imaginative activities shall 
be permeated with the spirit and 
teaching of Christianity.” This goal has 
been fl eshed out over the years to 
create a purposeful curriculum built 
around a clear vision.
This issue looks at some milestones. 
Later this year, the Voice will look 
ahead at what the future might hold. 
We'll highlight new programs Dordt is 
exploring at both graduate and two-
year levels, as we continue telling 
the stories that form this place as it 
moves into its next 60 years.
SONYA JONGSMA KNAUSS (’97)
Editor’s Notes
ARTS IN THE PRAIRIE
A fi rst annual Arts in the Prairie event on a pleasant, warm fall 
afternoon married the beauty of the created world with the 
beautiful art and music created by students.
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A FRONT-ROW SEAT TO 
THE POLITICAL PROCESS
There’s no better place 
than Iowa early in an 
election season—at least 
not if you want to meet 
candidates and get a 
chance to ask questions 
of and rub shoulders with 
presidential prospects. 
Thanks to Iowa’s first-in-the-nation 
caucus, residents of Sioux Center—
population 7,500, plus 1,400 Dordt 
students—have a greater chance of 
meeting the next president than almost 
anyone in the nation.
“Iowa’s unique status in presidential 
politics is a great learning opportunity for 
our students,” says Jeff Taylor, professor 
of political science at Dordt College. 
“We are pleased to provide a venue for 
candidates to address students and the 
surrounding community.”
Taylor is the organizer of the Iowa 
Conference on Presidential Politics, a 
national, cross-disciplinary, inaugural 
meeting of scholars focusing on 
presidential elections and presidential 
power. The conference was set to take 
place as the Voice went to press.
It’s important for Christians to engage in 
politics for a variety of reasons, Taylor 
believes. “The terminology of Christianity 
is inherently political,” he says. “Kingdom, 
Lord, Christ (anointed one), ambassadors 
for Christ, and so on.  When Jesus prayed, 
‘Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven,’ he meant, among 
other things, God’s will for government 
and society. How amazing that we can 
help fulfill, in some measure, the Lord’s 
Prayer.”
Taylor serves as faculty advisor to 
student political clubs, including a 
new organization. Student Symposium 
President Steve Kelly, a junior business 
administration and finance major from 
Hartland, Wisconsin, recently launched 
a College Republicans club on campus. 
A successor to the defunct, bipartisan 
Dordt Political Action Club (DPAC), the 
College Republicans aim to help students 
on campus learn more about politics.
“I am passionate about educating people 
on the important issues facing our 
country, state, and community,” Kelly 
explained. He says a Dordt College 
Democrats club has also been approved 
by the Student Symposium and is in its 
beginning stages. 
Dordt is likely to host the Sioux Center 
Republican caucuses this year, which 
Kelly sees as a great opportunity for 
students to see the political process at 
work—and give them an easy way to 
participate.
“We are working hard to help students 
cast an informed vote,” he says. “I can’t 
wait to see how many students we can 
get to vote!”
Students in the club have hosted and 
traveled to a variety of political events, 
meeting candidates such as Carly Fiorina, 
Bobby Jindal, Rick Santorum, Donald 
Trump, Rand Paul, Ben Carson, and 
former candidate Scott Walker. Kelly 
believes that the social skills, networking 
experience, and leadership opportunities 
have been invaluable for students.
Kelly agrees that Iowa is the place to be 
for students interested in politics during 
election years: “Iowa is the epicenter for 
presidential politics right now, and we 
get to be a part of it.” 
Dordt is a nonpartisan host, with a 
history of hosting candidates for public 
office at the local, state, and national 
levels as a way to promote civic 
awareness and political engagement by 
Christians. 
SONYA JONGSMA  KNAUSS (’97)
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Know someone considering Dordt? Here are some statistics to share:
• In the U.S. News and World 
Report’s 2016 college lists, Dordt 
College ranks seventh, moving up 
four points on the comprehensive 
measure of the Best Regional 
Colleges. Dordt jumped ahead 
in most measurements this 
year, including peer assessment 
rating (a measure of what leaders 
at other colleges think about 
Dordt) and first-year student 
retention rate. Dordt exceeded 
all other top-10 colleges with its 
phenomenal alumni giving rate 
of 25 percent. Dordt has been 
ranked for 24 years, and this is its 
13th time in the top 10.
• Money Magazine named Dordt to 
its list of Best Colleges for Your 
Money. The ranking highlights 
an institution’s value and 
affordability. Dordt ranks in the 
top seven percent of the nation’s 
4,400 colleges and universities. 
• Princeton Review, a trusted 
source for many college-bound 
students, named Dordt College 
on its 2015 Best Colleges in the 
Midwest list, citing Dordt’s vibrant 
community life with a student 
body that is “friendly” and “close-
knit.”
• Washington Monthly named Dordt 
College a Best Bang for the Buck 
school and lists it among the top 
baccalaureate colleges in the 
country. 
• Business Insider ranked Dordt 
College on its list of the 600 
Smartest Colleges in America.
• Faith on View ranked Dordt 
College highest of all Iowa 
colleges and in the top 30 
nationally.
It’s a long way from the bustling streets of Washington, D.C., and the 
dusty roads of war-torn Iraq to the 
shaded avenues of Sioux Center, Iowa, 
and Lee Pitts is fine with that. The new 
journalism professor, who has covered 
war, politics, and poverty around the 
world, is happy to have settled here 
to teach. Dordt recently expanded its 
journalism offerings, and Pitts is the first 
professional journalist in his position.
Pitts earned his B.A. in English from 
Wofford College in Spartanburg, South 
Carolina, and his M.S. in journalism 
from Medill School of Journalism, 
Northwestern University. This is his fifth 
year of full-time teaching and his first 
year at Dordt.
Having spent six months in the Middle 
East covering the war in Iraq followed 
by a decade covering politics in 
Washington, D.C., Pitts likes to say that 
most of his reporting career happened 
inside combat zones, but he was allowed 
to wear a bulletproof vest and helmet 
only in Iraq. There, Pitts devoted his 
time to chronicling the daily life of the 
foot soldier, riding across deserts in 
armored Humvees during night raids 
to snatch suspected insurgents and 
daytime missions to deliver shoes and 
water to mud-hut villages. 
Inside Capitol Hill’s marble hallways, 
Pitts took a big-picture approach: 
tracking the policies and the politicians 
governing the country. These stories 
also featured high-stakes battles, and 
Pitts hopes to show his students the 
importance of writing compelling stories 
about ordinary people rather than solely 
focusing on celebrated powerbrokers. 
He also hopes his students mirror 
Jesus’ tone: gentle with the broken and 
outsiders while being strong toward the 
rich and powerful. He knows that can be 
hard to do in a profession that rewards a 
do-anything-to-get-the-story attitude.
Compared to his work in the Middle East 
and Washington, D.C., being a journalism 
professor at Dordt is a different yet 
welcome type of position for Pitts. 
“I get to combine my two passions of 
teaching and journalism,” Pitts said. “I’m 
here to guide others and teach them 
about doing journalism, but those classic 
reporting skills of research and writing 
are useful for just about any profession.” 
Dean of Curriculum and Instruction 
Leah Zuidema says the new minor is a 
good addition to current communication 
courses. “We’re seeing renewed interest 
in journalism as a response to a cultural 
shift. Students need a different skillset 
than they used to; they have to be able 
to answer the ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions 
that permeate our culture,” she said.
“A mandate of Dordt is to reclaim God’s 
world, and journalism is a great way 
to do that because you get to explore 
that world,” Pitts said. “All topics are 
fair subjects. I want our journalism 
students taking classes in all areas—
basically being curious—so they better 
understand the issues they will write 
about one day.” 
JULIE JANSEN (’16)
PITTS BRINGS ENERGY, 
EXPERIENCE TO 
JOURNALISM PROGRAM
RANKINGS  
HELP SHOW 
DORDT'S 
VALUE
Journalism Professor Lee Pitts.
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“I learned so much,” says Van Tol. “I 
enjoyed the labs I did freshman year, but 
there is just not enough time to learn 
everything about the particular projects 
or studies you do over the course of the 
semester. With this experience, I got to 
build on skills I learned in my first-year 
biology classes and go beyond them.”
Van Tol also enjoyed getting to know her 
fellow student researchers. In the lab, 
during breaks, and over lunch, students 
swapped research stories and struggles. 
About 35 students participated in 
research on Dordt’s campus this summer.
At the end of the summer, the Summer 
Undergraduate Research Committee 
selected Van Tol to receive the Delmar 
Vander Zee Research Fellowship award. 
“The fellowship is intended to encourage 
undergraduate research and is awarded 
for summer research in the biological 
sciences conducted on Dordt’s campus 
under the direction of Dordt faculty,” says 
Emeritus Professor Delmar Vander Zee.
The Delmar Vander Zee Research 
Fellowship award was established in 
recognition of Vander Zee’s 40 years of 
service and 
his leadership 
in developing 
Dordt’s student 
research 
program. 
“These 
research  
opportunities 
open up the 
real world of 
discovery, critical thinking, experimental 
design, teamwork, planning, and follow-
up,” says Vander Zee. Undergraduate 
research opportunities are beneficial for 
students pursuing graduate work and 
employment. 
“It was difficult to choose from among 
the many excellent students who 
participated in research this summer,” 
says Eppinga. Funding limitations 
required the committee to turn down 
some remarkable students. “Tairin 
worked excellently in the lab, performing 
beyond our expectations and pushing the 
project ahead,” says Eppinga.
Van Tol is the second student to receive 
the award. Last year’s recipient, Anya 
Kalsbeek, was recognized for her 
research of CUX1 under Dr. Tony Jelsma.
“I think it is awesome that Dr. Vander 
Zee is willing to continue to help Dordt 
students learn about and grow in their 
understanding of science,” says Van Tol. 
“I am grateful because it allowed me to 
work in the lab this summer and have 
an amazing experience not only working 
toward a goal, but also getting to see 
God’s hand in the arena of microbiology. 
This program helped me to be not only 
a better scientist, but a better Christian 
scientist, and I am sure it has and will 
help other Dordt students do the same.”
Currently, the Delmar Vander Zee 
Research Fellowship is the only program 
of its kind that Dordt offers. 
“I fully appreciate the foresight donors 
had when funding this fellowship of 
how important research is to a student’s 
education,” says Eppinga. “Summer 
research has the capacity to transform 
students. I look forward to a day when 
this opportunity is available to students 
across disciplines.”
“It is encouraging that there are people 
who want Dordt students to gain 
experience in science and who are willing 
to help make it happen,” says Van Tol. “As 
long as there is life on this planet, there 
will be a need for biological research that 
allows us to better understand life and 
possibly improve it for all of creation. 
It just goes to show that meaningful 
research doesn’t have to be done at large 
institutions, but can be done right here 
on the campus of Dordt College in Sioux 
Center, Iowa.”
LYDIA MARCUS ('18)
DELMAR VANDER ZEE FELLOWSHIP 
SUPPORTS STUDENT RESEARCH
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Sophomore Tairin Van Tol spent the summer in 
Dordt College labs, learning about how brain cells 
communicate with one another. She hopes that 
similar opportunities will also be available to other 
Dordt College students.
Last winter, Tairin Van Tol, a premedical student and biology major, applied for a 
summer research position with Dr. Robbin Eppinga. Van Tol received the position and 
spent her summer helping Eppinga research the interaction of two brain proteins and 
the role this interaction plays in cellular communication. 
“These kinds of research opportunities 
open up the real world of discovery, 
critical thinking, experimental design, 
teamwork, planning, and follow-up.”
—Dr. Delmar Vander Zee
Campus Kudos
Incoming Dordt College first-year student  
San Sung Kim has been awarded the 
prestigious Anne Doyle International 
Student Award by the StudyIowa 
Executive Board. This is the third year 
that the $1,000 award has been given 
and the first time that a Dordt College 
student has received the honor. Kim is a 
premedical student majoring in English 
literature.
Provost Eric Forseth was appointed by Iowa  
Governor Terry Branstad to the Northwest 
Regional STEM Advisory Board, which promotes 
education and innovation in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics for K–12 
students.
Dordt College was awarded Silicon Mechanics’ Research 
Cluster Grant (RCG) award for 2015. The grant, worth 
approximately $90,000, will provide the college with a High-
Performance Computer cluster with the latest Intel and NVDIA 
high-performance processing and GPU technologies. It will 
support student and faculty STEM-based research groups and 
projects.
In September, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 8th Circuit 
upheld a district court’s 2014 decision to halt enforcement 
of the Department of Health and Human Services mandate 
against Dordt College, which filed a lawsuit in 2013. 
“We anticipate that the government may yet appeal this to 
the U.S. Supreme Court, but for now we are pleased with this 
result,” said Dordt College President Erik Hoekstra. “We did 
not go into this process lightly or spontaneously—rather, we 
saw it as a last resort and did so only with much prayer and 
substantial input from many parties.” Hoekstra says that the 
decision recognizes the college’s ability to carry out its mission 
as a religious organization. 
The Iowa Section of the American  
Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) 
awarded ASCE scholarships to 
Dordt College junior Breanna 
Veltkamp from Lynden, 
Washington, and senior Nathan 
Reichert from Sioux Center. 
Reichert also received the 
Outstanding Senior Award. Both 
are majoring in engineering with 
a concentration in civil and 
environmental engineering. They were recognized at the ASCE 
Iowa Section Awards Banquet in September in Ames, Iowa.
Thirty college students from across Iowa have been selected 
as members of this year’s Leadership Iowa University (LIU) 
program, and Dordt College is proud to have two of its 
students in the mix. Dordt junior Jordan Huisman and senior 
Zach Veenstra are part of LIU 2015–16, a program designed 
to educate and develop college students as young leaders for 
Iowa’s economic future.
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DORDT WELCOMES NEW 
FACULTY AND STAFF
FACULTY
Dr. Deb Bomgaars, associate professor of nursing/nursing program 
director
Dr. Jeremy Hummel (’03), associate professor of agriculture 
Lee Pitts, instructor of journalism/communication 
Sharon Rosenboom (’96), instructor of mathematics/statistics 
Dr. Derek Schuurman, associate professor of computer science
Dr. Bruce Vermeer, associate professor of psychology 
STAFF
Adam Adams, director of global education 
Kim Brinkerhoff (’12), learning community area coordinator 
Derek Buteyn (’11), director of residence life 
Brooke Byker, teacher at Stepping Stones Preschool 
Jake Byma (’15), admissions counselor
Andrew Deelstra (’14), admissions counselor 
Katie De Witt-Severson, head women’s basketball coach 
Aleisa Dornbierer-Schat, marketing and communications writer
Jordan Edens (’13), alumni and parent relations coordinator 
Dawn Eliserio (’03), teacher/para-educator at Stepping Stones Preschool 
Cody Kaemingk (’15), admissions counselor
Marsha Larson, executive administrative assistant to the vice president 
for college advancement 
Emily Mettler, administrative assistant in Campus Health Services 
Mark Modleski, graduate student assistant football coach
Robert Mulder, night custodian in the Campus Center 
Brenda Postma, accountant 
Robin Suing, theatre arts department administrative assistant
Doug Tinklenberg, systems administrator
Kristina Vanden Bosch (’07), office administrator at Preschool Learning 
Center for Stepping Stones Preschool
Ashley Vander Molen (’15), admissions counselor 
Nate Wolf, head cross country coach/assistant track and field coach 
John Wynstra, database administrator 
7
JO
R
D
A
N
 ED
EN
S (’13 )
N
EW
S
8
BAJEMA RECEIVES SUSTAINABLE 
AGRICULTURE FUNDING  
Dordt College Professor of Agriculture Duane Bajema has been selected to 
receive $63,481 from the North Central 
Region Sustainable Agriculture Research 
and Education Program (NCR-SARE). 
The funds will support and extend his 
ongoing work of providing beekeeper 
education and support in the tristate 
region of Iowa, Minnesota, and South 
Dakota.
Interest in beekeeping has surged in 
recent years, and the nationwide trend is 
reflected in the growth of enrollment in 
Bajema’s beginning beekeeper course. He 
has offered the course each of the past 
three years to meet the rising demand.
According to Bajema, many new 
beekeepers undertake beekeeping 
enthusiastically, but soon run into 
complex problems involving pest control, 
swarm management, and other matters 
of colony management and care.
“Many of them take to the Internet for 
information,” says Bajema, “but fledgling 
beekeepers need more support.”
According to Bajema, hobbyists are 
helping address a worrisome trend. 
A decline in commercial beekeeping 
operations, along with habitat loss and 
a phenomenon called Colony Collapse 
Disorder, has had a devastating effect on 
honeybee populations nationwide.
“The loss of pollinators is a growing 
concern,” says Bajema. According to 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, a 
quarter of the American diet depends 
on pollination by honeybees; when 
honeybee populations decline, crop 
yields decline and food prices rise. 
Bajema says small beekeeping operations 
can help correct this trend. “Hobbyists 
are performing a very important role 
in overall pollination,” he says, “so 
their importance is increasing.” Bajema 
also sees beekeeping as a “wonderful 
opportunity to learn about the 
interconnectedness of creation, and to 
consider our role in it as human beings.”
A portion of the funds will go toward a 
program of one-on-one, onsite technical 
support serving fledgling and hobby 
beekeepers in the tristate region. Bajema 
also plans to offer two field-day training 
sessions in spring and fall 2016 to bring 
beekeepers from the region together for 
additional education and support in a 
hands-on training format.
ALEISA DORNBIERER-SCHAT
Dr. Darren Stoub, professor of   chemistry, has been awarded a 
$2,000 grant by the American Society 
for Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology 
(ASBMB). The grant will 
fund work with regional 
high school teachers and 
bring innovative projects 
into high school science 
classrooms. 
According to Stoub, the project 
developed in response to the pressing 
question: “How do we bring authentic 
science experiments into the curriculum 
at the middle and high school levels—
schools that we know are strapped for 
time and resources?”
To help meet this need, Stoub and 
several Dordt colleagues developed 
science modules for high school biology 
classrooms. Each lab experiment is 
organized around a question or problem. 
In one experiment, high school students 
use genetic data derived from their 
classmates to analyze the frequency of 
genotypes related to resistance to certain 
strains of HIV.
“In this case, since we’re testing the 
students’ own DNA, we don’t know 
what the answer is,” says Stoub. “It’s 
exploratory; it’s science.”
He sees the program as a way to serve 
the community through supportive, 
collaborative teaching efforts. He also 
considers it an opportunity to learn from 
area K–12 educators, who possess “an 
amazing wealth of experience that can 
and has radically shaped our curricular 
efforts at Dordt College.”
Next summer, Dordt College will offer 
a grant-funded, three-day workshop 
that will focus on developing and 
implementing authentic, problem-based 
lab projects for K–12 and pre-service 
educators in Dordt’s state-of-the-art 
bioinformatics core facility. Stoub’s 
project, funded by the 2015 Hands-on 
Opportunities to Promote Engagement 
in the Sciences (HOPES) seed grant 
program, will be eligible for a second 
year of funding in 2016.
ALEISA DORNBIERER-SCHAT
STOUB AWARDED GRANT FOR STEM 
OUTREACH TO REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOLS
Beekeeping, while it might sound easy, can be 
complicated when bee owners have to deal with 
swarming or other hive maintenance issues.
Darren Stoub
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Faculty Bits 
Dr. Joel Sikkema   
presented 
“Distinctively Christian 
Engineering: 
Implementing Guiding 
Principles in our Civil 
Curriculum” at the Christian 
Engineering Conference in Seattle.
Art Professor David Versluis had 
a steel sculpture titled Boundless 
Spirit: A Steady Flame accepted 
in the Calvin College Art and 
Art History department’s 50th 
anniversary exhibit, “50/50: 50 
Alumni in 50 years.” Versluis also 
presented a paper titled “Between 
Two Worlds: Contemporary Art 
and the Church” at the Christians 
in the Visual Arts (CIVA) Biennial 
Conference 2015 at Calvin.
Economics Professor    
Dr. Jan van Vliet 
received a grant to 
translate Abraham 
Kuyper’s 1908 views 
on Islam for 
publication in 2017 in a 12-volume 
series on Kuyper’s translated works.
Education Professor Ed Starkenburg 
gave a presentation on best 
practices in social studies to 
elementary teachers of the United 
Christian Schools of Southwest 
Minnesota.
Social Work Professor Erin Olson co-
authored and published a chapter 
titled “Kate Martin: Individual and 
Couples Therapist” in a book titled 
Why I Am a Social Worker: Christians 
Tell Their Life Stories.
Dr. Gwen Marra    
presented a workshop 
at the International 
Literacy Association 
Conference in St. 
Louis, Mo., titled 
“Vocabulary Growth Using 
Notification Literature and 
Dialogical Discussions.”
Dr. Jay Shim gave a presentation 
titled “The Identity and Content of 
Christian Education in the Mission 
Fields” at a Chinese university 
where the presentation of Christian 
material is banned.
Dordt College Professor of Art Matt Drissell was recently named among 
this year’s Iowa Arts Council Fellowship 
Award winners. The fellowship, which 
includes a $5,000 grant, provides 
support to individuals who demonstrate 
exceptional creativity in the arts and the 
capacity for continued contributions to 
the excellence and innovation of the arts 
in the state.
The fellowship will help fund Drissell’s 
artistic work, which addresses themes 
of community and sustainability in 
often unconventional ways. One 
project Drissell plans to continue with 
the support of the fellowship is titled 
Externalities, a series of large-scale barn 
quilts destined for outdoor display and 
painted using highly processed treats. Ice 
cream, popsicles, cake mixes, and Kool-
aid are among his media of choice. 
For Drissell, who has an M.F.A. in 
painting from the New York Academy of 
Art, an artist’s materials are as important 
as an artwork’s content. One quilt in the 
series, a four-foot by four-foot painting 
titled “Harvest Star,” was created with 
Bomb Pops, Jell-O, lemonade, latex 
paint, and Spar Urethane on panel.
The barn quilt project evolved as a 
way to explore “the legacy of the 
industrial food system” and its effect on 
individuals and communities. Displaying 
the works outside “allows for more direct 
ties with the land and farming, themes 
that my work explores,” Drissell says. 
Aside from creating visual art with food 
products, Drissell also works in oils and 
ink—even plant residue and dirt.
Throughout the fellowship year, fellows 
are invited to attend a number of events, 
the first of which was a workshop that 
took place this fall in Des Moines. 
Drissell attended with a guest, Naomi 
Friend, who graduated from Dordt in 
2010 and went on to earn her M.F.A. at 
Iowa State University. 
ALEISA DORNBIERER-SCHAT
In October, Dordt College Art Professor Matt Drissell was honored by the Iowa Arts Council and 
Governor Terry E. Branstad in the state capitol for being named a 2015 Iowa Arts Council Fellow. 
DRISSELL IS AWARDED 
ARTS FELLOWSHIP
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LAB IMPROVEMENTS 
NEXT FOR  SCIENCES
Faculty Bits 
Dr. John MacInnis presented 
“The Interreferentiality of Music, 
Soul, and Cosmos in Eriugena’s 
Commentary on Martianus 
Capella’s De Nuptiis, Book I” at the 
International Congress on Medieval 
Studies put on by the Western 
Michigan University Society for the 
Promotion of Eriugenian Studies. 
Dr. Justin Vander Werff  
co-authored and 
co-presented “Finding 
Your Path” at the 2015 
Christian Engineering 
Conference at 
Seattle-Pacifi c University in Seattle, 
Wash.
Dr. Josh Matthews presented 
“David Fincher’s Harsh Mercy: 
Guns in Hollywood Compositions” 
at the May 2015 Christianity and 
Literature West Conference in 
Seattle, Wash.
Communication  
Professor Kae Van 
Engen presented 
“What vital signs are 
you missing? How 
listening in health 
care benefi ts patients and you” at 
the annual Listening Conference 
hosted by Dordt.
Associate Provost Dr.  
Leah Zuidema 
presented “Drop 
Everything and Write: 
Blogging and 
Advocating for Best 
Practices” at the Conference on 
English Education/International 
Federation for the Teaching of 
English joint conference.
Dr. Mike Janssen presented twice 
at the 20th Biennial Conference 
of the Association for Christians 
in the Mathematical Sciences. 
One presentation explained 
how graduate students apply 
for academic jobs, and the other 
discussed connecting algebra and 
graph theory.
Mathematics Professor Tom Clark 
received a project grant in support 
of being accepted as a Project NExT 
Fellow.
The newly renovated Science and 
Technology Center has been broken in 
by a year’s worth of classes, and the 
completion phase is about to begin. 
In early 2016, the remodeling of the 
original science building will commence 
with the demolition of the old 
engineering area, which is 
not currently being used. 
The biology, chemistry, 
physics, environmental 
studies, and agriculture 
labs will stay operational 
until spring break of 2017.
After spring break, all old 
labs will be gutted and the asbestos tiles 
removed. Once rooms are asbestos-free, 
the rest of the remodeling will begin. To 
accommodate this process, labs during  
the 2017 spring semester will run for 
eight weeks instead of the usual 12. 
“This way, the labs can be fi nished by 
September the following year,” says Dr. 
Tony Jelsma, who has led the planning.
Though there will be fewer labs, “faculty 
will be prepared for this change and 
will adjust course content to continue 
to provide a great learning experience 
for the students during the transitional 
semester,” says lab instructor Brittany 
De Ruyter, who has helped organize and 
plan for the completion phase.
“Renovations are inconvenient, and we 
all know that. But it has to be done,” 
Jelsma says. “We’re excited about 
having new labs because we’ve been 
dealing with substandard lab spaces 
for a while.” The renovations will allow 
Dordt’s science programs to grow and 
develop and make the labs safer places 
for students to work. One of the primary 
issues addressed by the remodeling is 
improved air fl ow. The new facilities will 
provide more hood space and better air 
circulation systems.
The proposed plan includes the addition 
of a cadaver lab and a computation 
chemistry lab. The cadaver lab will offer 
excellent opportunities for pre-health 
students, and the computation chemistry 
lab will provide space for collaborative 
work and senior research. 
The planned renovations are not 
extravagant, but they will greatly 
improve student lab experience, Jelsma 
says. Labs will be less crowded, better 
ventilated, and more inviting. 
“In the current facilities, we’re able 
to give our students a great learning 
experience and provide many research 
opportunities outside of normal 
coursework, but we are somewhat 
limited by the structure we’re working 
in,” says De Ruyter. “I can’t wait to see 
the teaching and learning explode when 
those limits are removed.”
LYDIA MARCUS (’18)
Tony Jelsma
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Faculty Bits 
Dr. Neal De Roo presented “Facticity 
and Transcendence across the 
Disciplines: Phenomenology and 
the Promise” at the annual meeting 
of the Interdisciplinary Coalition of 
North American Phenomenologists 
(ICNAP) at Brock University in St. 
Catharines, Ont.
Dr. Nick Breems  
presented 
“Understanding 
Everyday Use of the 
Computer: How 
Philosophy Can Be 
Practical” at the ACMS (Association 
of Christians in the Mathematical 
Sciences) Biennial conference in 
Ancaster, Ont. He also gave a poster 
presentation at the 9th Biennial 
Conference on Procrastination 
Research in Bielefeld, Germany.
Dr. Pat Kornelis presented “A Case 
for Professional Development 
Schools: Transforming Teaching 
and Learning” at the National Field 
Experience Conference at the 
University of Northern Colorado, 
Greely, Colo.
Dr. Paul Fessler presented “Holding 
Out for A Hero: Franz Sigel, Peter 
Osterhaus, and German-Americans 
During the Civil War” at the Society 
for German-American Studies 
Annual Symposium, St. Louis, Mo., 
and “Developing a Reacting Game 
on Irish Independence, 1910—1922” 
at the 2015 Reacting to the Past 
Game Development Conference at 
the University of Georgia, Athens.
Language Studies  
Professor Rikki Heldt 
presented “A Christian 
Perspective of Flipped 
Learning: What, Why, 
and How” at the North 
American Christian Foreign 
Language Association annual 
conference.
Dr. Ron Vos taught a  
week-long seminar on 
improving agriculture 
to local farmers at 
Northrise University in 
Ndola, Zambia.
Dr. Robb De Haan and Dr. Ron Vos weren’t looking for a research 
project when the city of Sioux Center 
and a farmer approached them with a 
request to fi nd an economically viable 
way to protect city water from nitrates. 
But fi ve research-fi lled years later, De 
Haan and Vos have a set of data on 
cropping systems and nitrate levels that 
is attracting the attention of groups from 
local farmers to the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR).
“Sioux Center gets more than half its 
water from wells that are less than 
40 feet deep, which means that they 
are very susceptible to practices on 
the landscape,” De Haan says. “Soil 
is typically a good fi lter, but not for 
nitrates,” Vos says.
This situation is not unique to Sioux 
Center. In August, the Des Moines Water 
Works fi led a lawsuit against three 
upstream Northwest Iowa counties that 
manage drainage districts with high 
nitrate concentrations. Des Moines says 
these counties threaten the quality of 
the city’s drinking water. Nitrates affect 
bodies of water downstream.
“There’s a real push nationally to see if 
we can mitigate that,” Vos says. Some 
farming communities reduce nitrate 
levels by taking land around wells out of 
production. Alternatively, agronomists 
try to fi nd ways to modify cropping 
systems so farmers can work the land 
and reduce nitrate levels simultaneously.
Matt Schuiteman, who farms the 
land around Sioux Center wells, was 
interested in making this alternative 
approach feasible when he asked Vos 
and De Haan to do some research.
“Dordt’s agriculture and biology 
departments have a long history of 
studying nitrates,” Vos says. “It is very 
natural that we would continue doing 
something like this; we’ve been doing it 
for nearly 30 years.”
This project began in 2009, examining 
cropping systems on land near Sioux 
Center’s well fi eld. Research concluded 
in 2013, producing tremendous amounts 
of data that will take time and effort to 
arrange meaningfully. Vos took leave last 
semester to analyze data, and De Haan is 
on leave this semester to fi nish it.
“Ron and I will produce a fact sheet for 
the Iowa DNR and write and publish a 
scientifi c journal article,” De Haan says. 
They anticipate completing both projects 
by the end of this academic year. Then 
they will share results with farmers, 
municipalities, the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, the Iowa DNR, the 
research community, and others who 
want to improve water quality.
The Aldo Leopold Foundation and Iowa 
DNR awarded De Haan a grant to help 
publish the research and create a fact 
sheet for farmers. The research fi ts with 
Dordt’s mission and its pursuit of “Christ- 
centered renewal of all aspects of life,” 
De Haan says. 
Dordt aims to create an environment 
where students learn not merely for 
personal benefi t, but also for service. 
“This fi ts with our concept of serviceable 
insight,” Vos says. “Some people will 
talk about looking to see God at work 
and then joining him,” De Haan says. “I 
think God has been at work in this whole 
nitrate project. It has become an issue, it 
has become visible, and he has allowed 
us to work toward solutions.”
LYDIA MARCUS (’18)
REDUCING NITRATES
Soil samples were collected to analyze how 
cropping systems affect runoff into city water.
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Faculty Bits 
English Instructor Rose  
Postma became the 
poetry editor for 
Perspectives: A Journal 
of Reformed Thought. 
Two of her poems, 
“First Blood” and “Downfall,” will be 
published in the upcoming issue of 
Little Balkans Review.
Dr. Scott Culpepper presented “Get 
On Your Knees and Fight Like a 
Man: The Shift from World Peace to 
Spiritual Warfare in Contemporary 
Christian Music” at the Upper 
Midwest Regional Meeting of the 
American Academy of Religion at 
Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minn.
Art professor Sara  
Alsum-Wassenaar 
presented artwork in 
the Center Art Gallery 
at Calvin College.
Dr. Tim Van Soelen 
presented “Improvement and 
Integration in Christian Education” 
at the Biblical Integration 
Conference at Cairn University. He 
recently was elected to serve as 
the president of the Iowa Council 
of Professors of Educational 
Administration.
Dr. Ryan Zonnefeld and Dr. Valorie 
Zonnefeld co-presented “Game 
Time” at the Catholic Ministries 
Conference in LeMars, Iowa. Valorie 
also presented “A Subject-Centered 
Approach to Integrate Faith and 
Learning” at the 20th Biennial 
Conference of the Association of 
Christians in the Mathematical 
Sciences, Ancaster, Ont.
Dr. Nathan Tintle published an 
article titled “Optimal fatty-acid 
profi les and metabotypes for 
prevention of acute coronary 
syndrome using biomarkers of 
fatty-acid elongase and desaturase” 
in Metabolomics. His article  
“Cautions about the reliability of 
pairwise gene correlations based 
on expression data” appeared in 
Frontiers in Microbiology.
Read more about our faculty’s 
scholarly achievments online 
at www.dordt.edu/academics/
research_scholarship.
Six weeks after the Dordt College campus emptied following 
graduation, 13 athletic teams reaped 
awards from the NAIA, recognizing the 
teams’ scholastic accomplishments 
during the 2014—15 season. Those 13 
teams were all named NAIA Scholar-
Teams.
Attaining this honor is a conscious effort 
by Dordt coaches to address all areas 
of students’ lives, not just their athletic 
performance. Dordt teams typically 
receive many of these awards.
“In our program we focus on growth 
in four areas: spiritual development, 
academic development, social 
development, and athletic development,” 
said Men’s Basketball Coach Ross Douma. 
The discipline required for athletic 
development can also be applied to 
academic work.
“We want to tap into each student-
athlete’s potential—whether that’s 
attaining at least a 3.0 GPA or earning 
Academic All-American honors,” says 
Douma who is entering his seventh year 
as head coach.  
While all coaches emphasize the 
importance of academic success, it takes 
a team of people across the campus to 
make it happen. Much of the success of 
the effort is due to resources available 
to all students in the Dordt College 
community.
“There is strong collaboration between 
coaches and professors, which affords 
coaches the opportunity to implement a 
number of strategies aimed at academic 
growth,” Douma said. “Most coaches 
make use of the individual progress 
SCHOLAR-
ATHLETES 
RECOGNIZED
Intentional eff ort by coaches encourages students 
to excel in all areas, not just athletics
TEAM HONORS
To be named an NAIA Scholar-Team, the unit must maintain at least a 3.00 GPA for the 
entire school year.
The Defender women’s cross country team had a cumulative 3.56 GPA and the highest 
GPA of the 13 Dordt College teams receiving the honor. 
Women’s Cross County ..............................3.56
Women’s Volleyball .................................... 3.53
Women’s Track and Field ......................... 3.43
Women’s Soccer ........................................... 3.32
Women’s Golf ................................................3.21
Softball ...........................................................3.20
Men’s Track and Field ................................3.34
Men’s Basketball ......................................... 3.31
Men’s Soccer .................................................3.27
Men’s Cross Country ..................................3.23
Baseball .......................................................... 3.19
Men’s Golf ...................................................... 3.19
You can now watch many of our 
athletic teams compete live on Dordt’s 
Livestream channel. Catch volleyball, 
soccer, football, basketball, hockey, 
baseball, and softball at www.livestream.
com/dordtcollegewebcast
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reports from professors at the six-week 
mark each semester. Those reports 
provide specifi c feedback that helps 
focus and shape the remainder of the 
semester.”
Douma says that Pam De Jong 
and the Academic Skill Center 
play a key role. 
“Effective and free peer 
tutoring provides students 
with a tremendous avenue to 
be successful,” said Douma. 
“Our coaches feel strongly 
that if our players 
are not earning 
at least a B in a 
particular course 
at the six-week 
mark, they need to take 
advantage of the 
Academic Skills 
Center to become 
viable learners.”
Several Dordt 
College 
athletes earned 
Daktronics/
NAIA Scholar-
Athlete honors 
during the year. The 
awards recognize 
individuals on athletic 
rosters with career 3.5 
GPAs.
A handful of Dordt 
athletes earned the 
prestigious Capital One/CoSIDA All-
American designation last spring, 
including a pair of fi rst-team honorees.
Lauren Opp earned fi rst-team honors 
after claiming second-team honors 
as a junior in cross country and track 
and fi eld. Opp met the NAIA National 
Championship Meet qualifying standards 
in the marathon and the 10,000 
meters and fi nished 35th at the NAIA 
Cross Country Championships. She 
earned a degree in Health and Human 
Performance from Dordt College and 
maintained a 4.0 GPA during her four 
years. She was one of just three of ten 
athletes on the fi rst team to earn a 
perfect GPA.
“Lauren was an outstanding performer 
who maximized her potential not only 
athletically but also academically,” 
said Head Track and Field Coach Craig 
Heynen. “She grew in so many ways 
during her four years at Dordt. I was 
thrilled that she was recognized twice for 
this award. Her tenacity in training as an 
The women's volleyball team typically has a high grade point average, earning the team NAIA 
Scholar-Team status on a regular basis, along with several other Dordt athletic teams.
“We want to tap into each 
student-athlete’s potential—
whether that’s attaining a 3.0 
GPA or earning Academic 
All-American honors.”
—Coach Ross Douma
NEW COACHES
Nate Wolf, head cross  
country coach and 
assistant track coach, 
takes the place of 
Greg Van Dyke, who 
was named director of 
admissions over the summer. Wolf 
comes to Dordt College after 
spending the last three years at 
Southwest Minnesota State 
University as head coach for both 
cross country and track and fi eld. 
Prior to his work there, Wolf 
coached the Northwestern College 
(Iowa) cross country teams for one 
season and assisted in its programs 
for seven years. He was the head 
women’s and men’s track coach at 
Northwestern for eight seasons 
from 2005—2012.
Katie De Witt- 
Severson was named 
head women’s 
basketball coach in 
January 2015. Prior to 
coming to Dordt, 
DeWitt-Severson was an assistant 
coach at Anoka Ramsey Community 
College in Coon Rapids, Minnesota. 
She was an assistant at Northern 
State University in 2011—12 and the 
Academy of Holy Angels from 
2012—2014. DeWitt-Severson has 
been a head coach with the 
Minnesota Stars AAU program for 
the past three seasons after 
spending three years as an assistant 
coach.  She was also the founder of 
the Holy Angels Traveling 
Basketball program and the director 
of player development for three 
years.
Craig Stiemsma was   
named the men’s 
soccer coach in 
November of 2014, his 
second stint as head 
soccer coach. 
Steimsma spent the previous eight 
seasons with the Dordt women’s 
basketball program and currently 
stands second in career wins with 
the women’s program. Prior to his 
time at Dordt, Stiemsma taught and 
coached at Western Christian High 
School in Hull, Iowa.
Lauren Opp
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Faculty Bits 
Dr. Channon Visscher gave 
a presentation at the 2015 
Goldschmidt Conference held in 
Prague, Czech Republic, in August: 
“Chemistry on the Protolunar Disk 
and Volatile Depletion in the Moon.” 
He also co-authored a journal article 
in Meteoritics and Planetary Science 
(MAPS ) in July titled “Identifi cation 
of magnetite in lunar regolith 
breccia 60016: Evidence for oxidized 
conditions at the lunar surface.”
Dr. Ben Kornelis had  
four pieces published 
by MusicSpoke, an 
online music 
distributor, including 
“May the Road Rise Up 
to Meet You,” “O Magnum 
Mysterium,” “In the Bleak Mid-
Winter,” and “Cantate Domino.”
Dr. Charles Veenstra was elected 
fi rst vice president elect of the 
International Listening Association 
in March 2015. This position will 
lead to the presidency in two years.
Education Professor David Mulder 
gave two presentations at Alpha 
Omega Academy for its summer 
professional development 
workshop: “Teaching Digital 
Natives” and “Great Online Tools 
for Teaching and Learning.” Mulder 
also offered two webinars for 
Christian Schools International 
(CSI) and conducted a professional 
development workshop for science 
teachers at Des Moines Christian 
School that examined biblical 
principles and science pedagogy.
Dr. Ethan Brue 
represented the Iowa 
Private Colleges and 
Universities at the 
annual meeting of the 
National Science 
Foundation’s (NSF) Experimental 
Program to Stimulate Competitive 
Research. He was part of a panel 
that discussed collaborating with 
Iowa’s Regent Universities in 
undergraduate research. Brue also 
gave a paper at the 2015 Christian 
Engineering Conference (CEC) in 
Seattle, Wash., titled “Sola Gratia: 
Grace in the Engineering Curriculum 
and Profession.”
athlete served her well, as she achieved 
great things in the classroom.”
Nathan Forseth earned the Capital One/
CoSIDA All-American honor for baseball 
after bouncing back from an injury that 
plagued his junior season. The senior 
graduated from Dordt in May with a 
degree in business administration. 
Forseth batted .411 last season with 53 
hits and 12 doubles.
“Nate’s maturity allowed him to excel in 
both athletics and academics,” said Dordt 
College Baseball Coach Jeff 
Schouten. “He has a strong 
desire to achieve and had 
the ability to plan and 
reach his goals on and off 
the fi eld.”
Forseth and Opp were 
Dordt’s fi rst fi rst-team 
honorees since the 2012—
13 school year, when Trevor 
Wolterstorff and Brianna 
Vander Woude claimed the 
honor.
To be eligible for Academic 
All-American consideration, 
a student-athlete must 
be a varsity starter or key 
reserve, maintain a 3.3 GPA 
on a 4.0 scale, have reached 
sophomore academic and 
athletic status, and be 
nominated by their sports information 
director.
Nominees are selected by members of 
CoSIDA (College 
Sports Information 
Directors of 
America) at the 
regional level, with 
fi rst-team regional 
honorees advancing for 
national consideration.
MIKE BYKER (’ 93)
IDE A S
I������������, D����������, ��� E��������
�� A�������� ��� S������
June 13-17, 2016
BU I L D  Y O U R  O W N  E X P E R I E NC E
IDEAS is a ﬁ ve-day academic camp for high school students to explore a variety 
of interests. You’ll have the opportunity to build your own camp experience by 
choosing four classes/service projects to ﬁ ll your week.
Find more details and register online at
dordt.edu/events/ideas
Nathan Forseth
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A FACULTY REFLECTION
Soundings
I’ve had one of the best jobs in the world.
Most people reading this publication will 
not be surprised to hear that working 
at Dordt College with an ever-changing 
group of vibrant young 
people eager to fi nd their 
place in God’s kingdom 
is a joy—doubly so when 
their parents, schools, 
and churches have 
invested so much in them 
and continue to pray 
for them and support 
them while they are here.
Imagine being witness to and 
participating in a process where 
education, relationships, and experiences 
are shaping students into people eager 
to follow Christ into a life of love and 
service. Imagine, too, 
working with highly 
trained, passionate,  
forward-thinking staff 
and faculty colleagues 
who are every bit as 
committed to Reformed, 
Christian, quality higher 
education as you are. 
Imagine the joy of 
alumni knocking on your 
door, 10, 20, or 30 years after graduation, 
their words witnessing to grace-fi lled 
lives, wisdom, appreciation for Dordt, 
and a zeal for the kingdom that blesses 
others and witnesses boldly to their 
Creator and Redeemer.   
Further imagine a job that gives you the 
freedom, encouragement, and time to 
read and research, to search Scripture to 
better understand God’s story, to discover 
“life that is truly life,” and to share this 
good news both inside and outside the 
college—a job that involves interacting 
with friends of Dordt all over North 
America and the world, and sharing 
what you know and love with professors 
and students at Christian colleges and 
universities around the globe.  
Finally, imagine a job where you get 
to teach courses involving corporate 
fi nancial decision-making, business 
ethics, stocks and bonds, money and 
banking, personal fi nancial stewardship, 
and the impact of worldview on these 
areas. You plant seeds, and God makes 
them grow. You explain a little about 
stocks and bonds, valuing companies, 
risk-taking and courage, and some of your 
students go on to successfully invest or 
become fi nancial analysts, CFOs, or CEOs. 
God has also led former students to start 
companies and nonprofi ts, providing 
important jobs and opportunities for 
others to engage in many kinds of 
kingdom activity. Others serve faithfully 
in less visible roles. And most of these 
graduates fi nd ways, after having paid 
back their student loans, to contribute 
to the department and the college so 
that future generations can learn and 
experience things they only dreamed of—
things like growing some of those gifts 
and supporting scholarships through the 
management of the Defender Capital 
Management (DCM) portfolio! 
It has been my privilege to do these kinds 
of things for nearly 40 years, although 
I originally committed to only two. I 
would like nothing better than for one 
of my former students to have a similar 
experience. Perhaps you’ve been given 
gifts, education (at least a business-
related master’s degree), and experience 
that could be multiplied many times over 
in the lives of Dordt students and alumni. 
Perhaps you enjoy dabbling in the stock 
market or, better yet, have been working 
in or around the markets for a while and 
would love to get involved in DCM. 
I know I was woefully inadequate for 
the task when I fi rst started; however, 
as we work and pray, study and listen, 
something interesting happens. God has 
a way of equipping us for the work he 
calls us to. 
I can think of many former students who 
had a better understanding of a Christian 
perspective on business when they 
left Dordt than I had when I fi rst came. 
Perhaps God will use this “Soundings” 
to work in one of you to think about 
God’s will for the next phase of your life. 
Perhaps this will include serving in a 
place you already know and love. I hope 
so!   
DR. JOHN VISSER HAS BEEN TEACHING BUSINESS 
COURSES AT DORDT COLLEGE FOR 40 YEARS. 
HE WILL RETIRE AT THE END OF THIS ACADEMIC 
YEAR.
Where has the time gone?
I know I was woefully inadequate for the task when I fi rst 
started and, although that is still true, as we work and pray, 
and study and listen, something interesting happens. God 
has a way of equipping us for the work he calls us to.
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These crops are destined for the mouths of livestock, or processing in 
ethanol plants. A portion of the harvest 
will wind up in factories, transformed 
into cooking oils and tortilla chips, tofu 
and sweeteners. More than 80 percent 
of the county’s land is devoted to these 
crops. Much of what remains supports 
the production of meat, milk, and eggs, 
which feed people across the country 
and, in some cases, around the world.
In this region of thick topsoil and 
agricultural abundance, there are 
people—many of them children—who 
do not have enough to eat. Students 
at Dordt College will learn more about 
these children and families this year.
“While Sioux County and Northwest Iowa 
remain relatively wealthy in comparison 
to other parts of the country, food 
insecurity is an issue faced by many 
families and children in the area,” says 
Dordt Professor of Social Work Erin 
Olson. Rather 
than position 
hunger as 
something that happens “out there,” in 
the developing world, students at Dordt 
will also be invited to consider the ways 
hunger affects their own communities—
in forms that may be hidden or diffi cult to 
recognize.
Dr. Nathan Tintle, director for research 
and scholarship at Dordt College, 
envisions the hunger initiative as a 
means to “foster a cross-disciplinary, 
campuswide discussion on a global, 
critical issue.” Despite the learning 
theme’s global scope, the issue also hits 
close to home.
Tami Degen, who heads up the weekend 
Snack Pack Program for the West Sioux 
Community School District, 20 miles 
southwest of Dordt, is on the front lines 
in the fi ght against hunger in Northwest 
Iowa. According to Degen, 64 percent 
of students in her district qualify for the 
free-and-reduced lunch program, which 
also qualifi es them for participation in 
the weekend snack-pack program.
“That’s a high amount of poverty,” says 
Degen. The program, funded entirely 
by donations, is a collaborative effort 
between schools and the community. 
Each week, individuals and groups 
volunteer to pack the snack bags 
and distribute them to the district’s 
elementary, middle, and high schools. 
The snack-pack program receives funding 
from Hunger Free Kids of Sioux County 
(HFKSC), an organization that regularly 
partners with Dordt College to organize 
fundraising and awareness-raising 
events on campus. In September, Dordt 
partnered with HFKSC to sponsor a 
football tailgate, run in part by student 
volunteers from the agriculture and social 
work departments. For the past several 
years Abby Foreman, Dordt professor 
of social work and HFKSC board 
member, has worked with 
the organization to host 
a spring fundraising 
auction.
A FOCUS ON
GLOBAL HUNGER
Across much of Sioux County, fi elds of corn and soybeans stretch from horizon to horizon. 
Agriculture and social work students 
teamed up with Hunger Free Kids 
of Sioux County in September for a 
football tailgate fundraiser to help 
meet the needs of hungry children.
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“It isn’t much—about $3 a bag,” says 
Degen. “But it ensures they have 
something to eat over the weekend.” She 
lists among the bag’s contents a pudding 
cup, beef stick, granola bar, bowl of 
cereal, crackers and cheese, and fruit cup. 
“If you don’t have anything to eat, this is 
at least something in your belly.”
According to Degen, the biggest 
challenge is getting students to accept 
the food. “Rarely do you see a kid that 
says, ‘You know, I’m hungry.’ They hide it. 
They don’t want everyone to know that 
there isn’t enough to eat at their house.” 
Because of the stigma attached to 
hunger and poverty in small communities 
in the area, the weekend snacks are 
packed in inconspicuous grocery bags.
Engaging hunger—locally and globally—
at Dordt College
This year, these joint efforts to promote 
food security for local children and 
families will be brought into sharper 
focus through a campuswide initiative to 
better understand the issue of hunger, 
in both its local and global dimensions. 
As part of the yearlong learning theme, 
students will be challenged to confront 
the issue from a variety of disciplinary 
perspectives and consider the ways they 
might put their learning into action. 
“Our hope is that these conversations 
are helping students, along with the 
broader community, to seriously engage 
a challenging issue in our world today, 
helping us explore how we might 
participate, individually and corporately, 
in Christ-centered renewal in our 
response to it,” says Tintle.
Hunger and the historian:  
Reacting to the Past
Over the course of the academic year—
in classrooms, through guest lectures, 
and at public events—members of the 
Dordt community will look at hunger in 
a variety of ways. This fall, for example, 
Dr. Paul Fessler will audition a novel 
way of teaching American history in his 
introductory-level survey course. 
Students in the class will play a Reacting 
to the Past game set in 1913 Paterson, 
New Jersey, just prior to the strike in 
silk manufacturing mills. Guided by 
their careful reading of primary sources, 
they will take on a variety of historical 
roles related to the silk strikes: workers, 
labor leaders, and government officials, 
among others. After completing a series 
of writing tasks from their character’s 
perspective, each student will assume a 
character and participate in a debate. 
“They have to figure out how the labor 
conflict will be resolved as hunger and 
desperation influence decisions and 
perspectives,” explains Fessler. He sees 
the game as a powerful way to bring 
history—and hunger—to life for students. 
“We talk a lot about worldview and 
perspective in my courses,” he says. 
“This game allows students to inhabit, 
temporarily, a worldview different from 
their own.” As students act out their roles 
in the clash of competing interests, they 
engage in more than just an academic 
exercise: “When hunger enters into the 
game—even if it’s only in a game—they 
are more likely to understand how 
hunger can lead to desperation, and 
to choices they might not normally 
consider,” Fessler says. In this way, 
Reacting games encourage empathy 
and help students understand how their 
worldviews affect their choices. 
Hunger and the communicator: Raising 
awareness through public relations
Communication Professor Bruce Kuiper 
is convinced public relations has a 
higher calling than “simply increasing 
corporate recognition.” To that end, he 
reconceived the capstone project in his 
public relations course in line with this 
year’s learning theme. Near the end of 
the semester, students will create an 
issue- or event-focused media kit for a 
community organization. Through this 
final project, they will explore how an 
organization might address hunger, and 
they will be challenged to publicize those 
efforts as a way to increase awareness 
and move toward solutions.
“As a profession, public relations is 
well-poised to address key social issues,” 
says Kuiper. “We need all parts of the 
body to work together to address world 
hunger; in this metaphor, I believe 
communication can act as the mouth to 
help people understand how Christians 
might respond.”
Hunger and the economist:  
A cross-cultural perspective
Students in Dr. Jan van Vliet’s global 
economics course are also confronting 
the issue of global hunger from an 
unexpected perspective. Though they 
will discuss the “traditional, textbook 
ways hunger has been handled”—through 
government policies and other organized 
efforts—they will also be invited to 
consider how their cultural perspectives 
can blind them to important hunger-
related considerations.
“We in the developed West simply 
assume that food is the most important 
thing one needs to survive, and we’ll 
spend our last coin to obtain at least 
enough to quell the pangs of hunger,” 
says van Vliet. Surprisingly, though, in 
some cultures, “There are actually things 
more important than food!” 
“Imagine,” says van Vliet, “spending your 
last dime not on food, but on elaborate 
funeral festivities, with all the associated 
fanfare, which you attend, hungry.” 
According to van Vliet, if we are to fulfill 
Christ’s command to care for “the least 
of these,” then we need to understand 
differing cultural perspectives before “our 
hunger-related policy recommendations 
can be put into place and enacted with 
measureable success.”
Building bridges: Dordt’s global reach
The campuswide focus on hunger won’t 
be confined to the classroom, and it 
will even take some students across 
Dr. Jan van Vliet is hoping to give students a 
cross-cultural perspective on hunger.
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the globe. A group of enterprising 
Dordt engineering students have laid 
the groundwork for their senior design 
project: a bridge to be built in Grand 
Bassa County, Liberia. The bridge will 
serve communities near the larger 
community of Harbel, where an 18-acre 
farm, started by One Body One Hope 
(OBOH) two years ago, is undergoing a 
dramatic expansion.
OBOH was founded in Sioux Center in 
2007 and works alongside a network 
of Abide in the Vine Disciples churches 
in Liberia; the partnership includes 14 
churches, two farms, three schools, 
two orphanages, a radio ministry, a 
church-planting network, an adult night 
school, and numerous other community 
development initiatives.
The seeds for the engineering project 
were planted in January 2014, when 
a group of Dordt students traveled to 
Liberia over Christmas break as part of 
the AMOR (A Mission OutReach) program. 
On that trip, Austin Lindemulder, one 
of the students involved in the bridge 
project, got into a conversation with 
Aaron Baart, dean of chapel at Dordt and 
co-founder and president of OBOH. 
“We were talking about the farm near 
Harbel, and how they hope to expand the 
farm to provide the churches with rice, 
corn, and okra and even sell the goods 
in the market once the farm grows,” says 
Lindemulder. He learned from Baart that 
the local church working to develop the 
farm is facing diffi culties because of a 
creek, which impedes transporting goods 
to and from the farm. The creek also 
means the farm’s rice mill is accessible 
by only a bamboo bridge, which workers 
must traverse by foot, carrying heavy 
bags of rice.
“We got talking about building a bridge, 
and as an engineering student, the idea 
hatched of making it a senior design 
project,” says Lindemulder. “The goal 
is to offer vehicle access to the farm to 
export food to market and to church. As 
the farm grows, more food will need to 
get across.”
The students involved in designing and 
building the bridge include Lindemulder, 
Eric Fedders, Peter Hoelsema, and Kyle 
Vander Zee, under the guidance of Dordt 
Professor of Engineering Dr. Joel Sikkema, 
with structural design assistance 
provided by Dr. Justin Vander Werff, 
department chair.
The initial stages of 
construction are already 
underway: this fall the 
students recycled beams   
from the recently demolished 
hospital in Sioux Center, 
which were donated by Kellen 
Excavating in Le Mars. The 
sandblasting was donated by 
Sioux Commercial Sweeping, 
and the painting was done 
in Rock Valley by Valley 
Industrial Powder Coating, 
which provided free labor and 
used paint donated by Diamond Vogel. 
Other local contributing businesses 
include MK Industries, Interstates 
Electric, and Link Manufacturing. In 
early October, the beams were shipped 
to Liberia, where remaining materials 
will be purchased once construction 
has begun. Over Christmas break, the 
students plan to travel to Harbel, where 
they will spend three weeks building 
the bridge alongside local community 
members. 
“I still can’t believe what these students 
bit off,” says Baart. Senior design projects 
have a $750 budget from the engineering 
department, a meager sum given the 
scope of the bridge project. “They are 
tackling a project that was estimated 
at the outset to cost around $40,000, 
including travel,” says Baart.
“These students are on a mission—on 
multiple levels,” says Sikkema. “From 
day one of the fall semester, they moved 
forward on this project with incredible 
focus and attention to detail.” According 
to Sikkema, students took the initiative 
to develop relationships with local 
industries and other supporters to secure 
materials and prepare them for use in 
Liberia.  
“Throughout their work,” says Sikkema, 
“these students have emanated true 
servant leadership. They aren’t doing 
this for personal gain; they seek to serve 
God by meeting the critical needs of the 
people who live in the area served by 
One Body One Hope.”
You can follow the students’ progress, 
as well as pray for and donate toward 
the project, through OBOH’s website 
(www.onebodyonehope.org) or through 
any of its social media outlets: Twitter, 
Instagram, or Facebook.
ALEISA DORNBIERER-SCHAT
Dordt College senior engineering students are constructing a bridge to help One Body One Hope in Liberia. The bridge will help allow a farm to provide 
more food to more of its partnering churches, and perhaps even grow and transport enough food to sell some at the market.
“These students are on a 
mission—on multiple levels. 
From day one of the fall 
semester, they moved forward 
on this project with incredible 
focus and attention to detail.”
—Dr. Joel Sikkema
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Seven hundred years ago, a time 
before satellites and cell phones and 
hyperconnectivity, a wandering Italian 
poet took pen to paper and composed 
one of the West’s most enduring epics. 
Speaking into a world of political 
feuds and medieval sensibilities, Dante 
Alighieri created a literary universe 
populated by demons and angels, popes 
and politicians.    
This semester, many students will open 
the Divine Comedy—or download it—and 
enter into the God-haunted world of 
the Middle Ages. Despite the distance 
separating Dante’s world from that of the 
21st  century student’s, Dordt professors 
Josh Matthews and Walker Cosgrove are 
convinced the two have more in common 
than meets the eye.
Over the summer, Matthews and 
Cosgrove spent a week immersed in the 
700-year-old epic poem. They studied 
the text alongside scholars from across 
the country as part of a seminar hosted 
by Samford University in Birmingham, 
Alabama. It was the fi rst in the 
university’s new series of annual summer 
seminars titled Teaching the Christian 
Intellectual Tradition. 
Before the seminar, 
Matthews, a professor of 
English, doubted whether he 
could incorporate the text 
into his introductory level 
core course, Responding to 
Literature. 
“I thought the poem 
required too much historical context 
and background, and that the students 
wouldn’t relate to it. After the seminar, 
I am quite confi dent that not only can I 
teach the Comedy well in CORE 180, but 
that I can connect it to students’ lives, 
desires, and beliefs—even though it is a 
700-year-old medieval Italian poem!”
History Professor Walker Cosgrove had 
similar reservations. “How do we teach 
this text?” Cosgrove wondered. “It’s a 
thousand pages. It’s poetry. Students 
don’t love poetry. We have Facebook 
now; we have cell phones. How do we 
get students interested in that?”
He, too, felt equipped to begin using the 
Divine Comedy in his core history course. 
He also reworked the syllabus of his fall 
medieval history course to include the 
text, which he will have students read in 
its entirety. “Dante had an unparalleled 
way of synthesizing all knowledge before 
him,” explains Cosgrove. Students will 
devote a month to study of the poem, 
which joins medieval perspectives on 
philosophy, history, art, political science, 
biology, astronomy, and more. 
Dante Alighieri was a poet and political 
fi gure writing in the late-13th and 
early-14th centuries. Composed during 
Dante’s exile from Florence, Italy, the 
Divine Comedy describes an imagined 
journey through hell (Inferno), purgatory 
(Purgatorio), and heaven (Paradiso). 
Steeped in themes of sin and redemption, 
the poem serves as an allegory of the 
soul’s journey toward God.
Despite its medieval perspective, 
Matthews and Cosgrove think the Comedy 
has much to say to Dordt students today. 
In fact, they suggest a careful reading of 
DANTE’S DIVINE COMEDY SPEAKS 
TO TODAY’S DORDT STUDENTS
S U M M E R  S P O T L I G H T
In a rural corner of Northwest Iowa, Dordt students drift across campus with glowing 
screens in their palms. Outside town, experimental drones hover above cornfi elds, and 
cars on highways inch along routes that began in the mind of a computer.
This scene from Dante’s Divine Comedy might have more to say to current students than you think.
“Dante had an unparalleled 
way of synthesizing all 
knowledge before him.”
—Dr. Walker Cosgrove
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Every Wednesday during the summer, Dordt faculty and summer research 
students are invited to attend a Summer 
Seminar and lunch, where faculty and 
undergraduates present their research 
or scholarly work. The seminars 
provide students and employees with 
an opportunity to “build and sustain 
community” and be challenged 
intellectually during the summer 
months, says Nathan Tintle, director for 
research and scholarship. 
One of this year’s student presenters, 
Vanoy Harris, held an internship that was 
a partnership between Dordt College 
and Interstates, a locally based global 
industrial contractor specializing in 
electrical construction. His presentation 
was called “Local Industry Partnership: 
Sharing Structural Engineering Expertise 
and Experience.”
“This partnership exists because 
Interstates does not currently have 
any structural engineers on staff,” says 
Harris. “Therefore, supports are designed 
and built without any structural 
engineering expertise, only knowledge 
based on what has worked in the past.” 
Harris, with the guidance of Professors 
Joel Sikkema and Justin Vander Werff, 
was responsible for refi ning the designs 
of commonly used supports that 
Interstates uses in their prefabrication 
shop.
Through his internship, Harris learned 
that real-world engineering is “not 
quite the same as academia.” It also 
demonstrated to Harris that he enjoys 
what he has been studying for the past 
three years.
Juan Benitez Gonzalez, another student 
presenter, spoke on “Using Computer 
Simulation to Investigate Seismic 
Vertical Acceleration Effects on Pre-Cast 
Concrete Bridges.” 
Pre-cast bridges have become 
increasingly popular due to their rapid 
assembly process and minimal impact on 
traffi c fl ow. Benitez Gonzales modeled 
the behaviour of these pre-cast bridges 
during earthquakes using a program 
called OpenSees. 
“Even though this is my third year 
at Dordt and my second year doing 
research on campus, it is still 
challenging for me to stand in front of 
an audience composed of professors 
and professionals,” says Benitez 
Gonzales. “Nonetheless, it is such an 
encouraging environment, so rich 
and multidisciplinary as students and 
professors from different fi elds share 
insights and questions—and I can’t miss 
summer Wednesdays’ lunch time.”
LYDIA MARCUS (’18)
S U M M E R  S P O T L I G H T
the poem reveals parallels between 
the Reformed and Roman Catholic 
traditions. “Roman Catholics had a 
total life view, a total worldview, 
that gave them unity and purpose,” 
Cosgrove explains. 
“They were rooted in 
a common history and 
tradition. Ultimately, we 
share a lot of common 
ground.”
This “total life view” 
suffuses the text, 
shaping Dante’s poetic 
encounters with real 
and mythic fi gures from 
across history and the 
known world. According 
to Matthews and 
Cosgrove, the poet uses 
these encounters to move 
the reader toward larger theological 
questions. For Dante, however, these 
questions are never merely spiritual, 
but encompass every arena of human 
study and activity. 
Both professors will use the text 
to prompt students to consider 
the concept of a worldview, and to 
critically refl ect on how their own 
worldviews shape their perceptions. 
In this way, they hope to create a 
productive space for students to 
engage with contemporary questions 
through the lens of Dante’s work. 
“How do we wrestle with these 
questions on a daily basis?” asks 
Cosgrove. “Someone in the Middle 
Ages was doing it, and we ought to be 
doing it, too.”
Matthews and Cosgrove have begun 
laying the groundwork for a team-
taught course on Dante and the 
Renaissance, in which they hope to 
explore “how a total worldview and 
philosophy, in this case Catholicism 
and Renaissance humanism, affect 
a city over time—its art, politics, 
architecture, economics.” They also 
hope to take students to Florence, 
Italy, as a part of the course. 
ALEISA DORNBIERER-SCHAT
SUMMER SEMINARS 
HIGHLIGHT STUDENT 
RESEARCH INTERNSHIPS
Vanoy Harris helped Interstates by using his 
structural engineering expertise to refi ne the 
design of the company’s support structures.  
W. Cosgrove
J. Matthews
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He might not put it that way himself, but 
it’s clear from the packed chapel services 
on campus and the invitations that fl ow 
in for him to speak.
Baart and his wife, Nicole, both of whom 
graduated from Dordt in 1999, have 
tackled a subject few adults are willing 
to talk about to large crowds of high 
schools students: sex and porn. They 
visited several high schools last year 
with their seminars and presentations, 
including Unity Christian 
in Orange City.
Baart’s willingness to talk 
about tough topics in a 
way that emphasizes both 
grace and truth resonates 
with high school students 
and those who work with 
them, and that’s one 
reason why his summer 
was full of speaking 
engagements.
“We invite Aaron Baart to 
speak at Unity whenever we can,” says 
Unity principal Wayne Dykstra (’91). “Our 
students are amazed at his creative and 
honest messages on faith formation. He 
shares Scripture in such a humble yet 
authoritative voice, allowing students to 
see that his struggles and his victories 
are through Christ.”  
Dordt is trying to free up more of Baart’s 
time for speaking and writing by hiring 
a discipleship coordinator to take over 
small groups, missions, and pastoral care. 
It’s part of an effort to reach out to the 
broader Christian community in North 
America. In line with Dordt’s mission, it’s 
one way to engage culture and to help 
equip alumni, students, and the broader 
community to work for Christ-centered 
renewal. Baart is available to speak at 
mission events, marriage workshops, 
church retreats, and more.
This past summer, Baart had several 
opportunities to do that, presenting  
keynote addresses at youth gatherings.
Hi-Camp, in Santa Cruz, California, 
provides a week of “intentionally 
designed spiritual and recreational 
activities,” says camp director Pete Duyst. 
“Aaron Baart ranks among the best,” 
Duyst says. “His messages were relevant 
and challenging. His spiritual depth, 
along with his storytelling, make him 
especially effective as a speaker.”
In addition to giving nine keynotes in 
fi ve days at Hi-Camp, earlier this year 
Baart spoke at the Elevate conference at 
Sunnybrook Church in Sioux City, Iowa; 
led a chapel tour through the Denver 
area; and co-led Live It! in Chicago, the 
biannual event sponsored by Youth 
Unlimited that has replaced the annual 
Young Calvinists Federation’s convention. 
Most recently, over a long weekend in 
mid-September, Baart led Re:Activate 
in Abbottsford, British Columbia, a new 
event for Reformed youth in the B.C. and 
Washington area.
“It’s weird,” Baart says. “I didn’t want to 
do this. I was never particularly drawn 
to youth ministry. I didn’t want to do 
campus ministry, either, but here I am 
at Dordt. There’s just something about 
the shapeability of that age. Getting to 
be part of important conversations with 
kids at signifi cant stages in life—that’s 
important to me.”
SONYA JONGSMA KNAUSS (’97)
FINDING WAYS TO CONNECT TO A 
NEW GENERATION OF CHRISTIANS
“His messages were relevant and 
challenging. His spiritual depth, 
along with his storytelling, make 
him especially eff ective as a 
speaker.”
—Hi-Camp Director Pete Duyst
Dean of Chapel Aaron 
Baart is in demand 
on the national youth 
ministry speaker circuit. 
S U M M E R  S P O T L I G H T
KEVIN VAN DER LEEK DESIGN INC. 
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The first annual Arts in the Prairie festival showcased the beauty 
of Dordt College’s 20-acre tallgrass prairie as well as the musical 
and artistic talents of Dordt students. Many participants from 
the campus and surrounding community had the opportunity 
to hear music, create art, take a “buffalo walk,” and learn more 
about native plants and wildlife.
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1950s
May 1954 – Board purchases the 
seven-acre Doornink mink farm for 
$14,900.
1955 – Every student sings in the 
choir. 
Fall 1955 – First classes begin, with 
35 students and three programs of study. 
April 1956 – A   
women’s dormitory, a 
house on Main Avenue, 
is purchased. 
April 1957 – The 
teacher training program is certified by 
the state of Iowa.
May  1957 – Dordt’s first graduation 
takes place at Bethel CRC, with 19 
students. 
September 1957 – Enrollment rises 
to 110.
February 1959 – The  
Rev. B.J. Haan is elected 
Dordt’s first full-time 
president.
1960s
Fall 1961 – Dordt 
is awarded its first government loan 
($325,000) to construct a dormitory and 
commons.
1962 – The administration-music 
building, west dormitory, and dining hall 
are completed.
October 1962 – Society members 
vote to make Dordt a four-year college.
1964 – Dr. Russell Maatman 
receives $20,900 research grant.
December 1964 – Dordt receives 
$117,000 federal grant to build a library, 
science building, and language facility.
May 1965 – The first four-year 
graduating class includes 58 students.
January 1966 – The state Board of 
Public Instruction grants full certification 
to Dordt’s teacher education program.
1967 – Radio station KDCR goes on 
air.
February 1969 – Student Council 
hosts Dordt’s first Homecoming Day.
March 1969 – Dordt receives 
two-year full accreditation for awarding 
bachelor’s degrees (later renewed every 
10 years).
Fall 1969 – Majors added in 
business administration and business 
education.
1970s
Spring 1971 – Senior Robert 
Vander Plaats is awarded the prestigous 
Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship.
1975–76 – Cross-country is first 
Dordt team to qualify for a national meet.
May 1976 – Board approves building 
a 1,200-seat chapel-auditorium and 
adjoining music building. 
September 1976 – Enrollment 
reaches a record high, with 1,002 
students.
Fall 1976 – Three children of alumni 
enroll, prompting Professor Nick Van 
Til to comment, “That makes me an 
academic grandfather.”
Fall 1976 – At    
78, Mrs. Judith 
Koerselman becomes 
the oldest student to 
study at Dordt.
1977-78 – Four majors are added 
in art, agriculture-business, drama, and 
social services.
Summer 1977 – A new, Nova 3 
computer makes computer courses 
possible. 
Spring 1978 – Dordt Press publishes 
its first book, The Unity in Creation, by Dr. 
Russell Maatman, professor of chemistry.
March 1979 – Board approves 
purchasing 120 acres for the agriculture 
program.
Fall 1979 – Dordt introduces its first 
study abroad program (the Netherlands).
1980s
May 1980 – Greg Kuiper becomes 
Dordt’s first all-American athlete.
Fall 1980 – Engineering program 
begins.
DORDT THROUGH 
THE DECADES
As gleaned from 60 years of the Voice
For a detailed timeline of events in Dordt’s history go to www.dordt.edu/timeline
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Spring 1981 – First spring break 
service trip; students go to Cary, 
Mississippi. 
June 1982 — President B.J. Haan 
retires, and Dr. John B. Hulst becomes 
president.
Fall 1983 – Dordt adopts a new set 
of general education requirements.
January 1984 – Dordt’s Repertory 
Touring Troupe tours the U.S. and 
Canada.
Fall 1984 –    
Professor Richard 
Hodgson has a 
minor planet 
named after him.   
1985 – Computer Center housing 
five computer labs is added.
October 1985  
– Dordt College 
community 
members 
participate in a 
National Apartheid 
Protest Day.  
September 1986 – Board adds 
members from new areas around the 
country. 
1986-87 – Social work program 
becomes accredited and begins awarding 
B.S.W. degrees.
Spring 1987 – Ag Club places first in 
the national dairy judging competition. 
1988 – U.S. News ranks Dordt 21st 
out of 418 regional liberal arts colleges.
March 1988   
– Men’s 
basketball wins 
first NAIA District 
Title; Senior Greg 
Van Soelen is first 
Dordt student to be twice named a 
first-team NAIA all-American.
1989 – Dordt is one of two Iowa 
colleges on the Templeton Foundation 
Honor Roll for Character-Building 
Colleges.
October 1989 – Dordt hosts first 
Parents’ Day.
1989 –    
Women’s 
volleyball wins 
conference title, 
with a record of 
7-1.
November 1989 – World-famous 
author Chaim Potok lectures at Dordt 
College.
1990s
August 1991 – Engineering program 
is accreditated.
Fall 1993 – Dordt gets the Internet.
Spring 1994 – Chapel becomes 
the first named building: B.J. Haan 
Auditorium.
March 1995 – Masters of education 
program granted licensure status.
September 1996 – U.S. News ranks 
Dordt #1 for best value among liberal 
arts colleges in the Midwest.
October 1996 – Dr.   
Carl E. Zylstra becomes 
Dordt’s third president.
Spring 1997 – Math 
and computer science 
major Bonnie Runia wins 
national organ competition.  
Fall 1998 – Record enrollment: 
1,420.
June 1999 – Alumni Orchestra goes 
on first-ever European tour. 
2000s
September 2000 – Dordt and St. 
Luke’s College of Sioux City announce a 
joint nursing/health sciences program.  
Spring 2002 – Theatre department 
takes home four awards from the 
American College Theater Festival.
October 2002   
– Campus Center is 
dedicated. 
Fall 2003 
– Dordt receives 
$2 million Lilly 
Endowment Inc. grant. 
Fall 2003 – Campus Health Center 
opens.
May 2004 – Dordt offers cross-
cultural options in Honduras and 
Nicaragua. 
Fall 2005 – Kuyper Scholars 
Program begins.
2006 – Dordt aims to increase 
cultural diversity.
Fall 2006 – Digital media studio 
opens.
2007 –    
Football team 
ends initial 
junior varsity 
season with a record of 3-5. 
September 2008 – Alumni Weekend 
is moved from February to September.
2010s
March 2010 – Concert Choir is one 
of 15 college and university choirs to 
perform at the American Choral Directors 
Association’s regional conference.  
Fall 2010   
– Kuyper 
Apartments 
open.
Spring 2011 – Dordt’s is the only 
team to float its canoe at the ASCE 
regional concrete canoe competition. 
Fall 2012 – Dr. Erik Hoekstra 
becomes Dordt’s fourth president.
Summer 2014 – Science building 
addition is completed.  
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On the morning of March 26, 2006, students stumbling 
sleepy-eyed through the Campus Center were greeted by a 
giant, grinning Calvin and his sardonic side-kick, Hobbes. 
The characters from Bill Watterson’s famous comic strip had 
materialized overnight, rendered entirely in Post-it Notes. 
PRANKS
THE GOOD, THE BAD,
AND THE UGLY
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It was weeks before the identities of the pranksters became widely known on campus. In the meantime, the 
mosaic of sticky notes was tolerated with 
mostly good humor by college authorities.
Brian Mellema, who has served in the 
Dordt maintenance department for 26 
years, recalls walking along the path 
toward the center at night 
and seeing the brightly 
lit mural through the 
building’s big, east-facing 
windows. “That was 
awesome,” says Mellema. 
As one who often has to 
deal with the aftermath 
of student pranks, some of 
them verging on vandalism, Mellema 
appreciates student cleverness with a 
conscience: “Those students put a lot 
of thought behind that prank. That was 
pretty cool.” 
The mural remained intact for six days, 
until a student violin concert in the 
space justifi ed its removal. As much 
an installation as a prank, the mural 
disappeared on April 1, reduced to a pile 
of crumpled squares in an anonymous 
campus recycle bin.
Behind the prank were sophomore 
engineering students Ben Lehman 
and David Ellerie, who would go on to 
establish a reputation as the team of 
masterminds behind a series of campus 
hijinks. Working methodically into the 
early hours of the morning, the two 
affi xed 3,200 Post-its—$40-worth—to the 
Campus Center wall. 
A YouTube video posted after the fact 
shows the two students posing proudly 
before the completed, 25-by-8-foot mural, 
grinning as broadly as Calvin. The video 
has received 
119,467 views 
since it was 
posted, and 
the prank 
even garnered mention in a documentary 
celebrating the comic strip’s creator titled 
Dear Mr. Watterson.
Pranks like this one become part of 
the campus mythology, stories that are 
passed along and embellished, acquiring 
legendary status over time. According to 
Robert Taylor, dean of students at Dordt, 
pranks like Lehman’s and Ellerie’s, when 
THE GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING
Over the years, the prominent sculpture outside the classroom building has been a 
prime target for creative adornment by students. Since its installation in 1995, the Gift’s 
earnest form has been embellished with cotton balls, wrapped festively in Christmas 
paper, and graffi tied with sidewalk chalk. It has worn jerseys and t-shirts and, one 
time, a Snuggie. It has been draped in beads for Mardis Gras, costumed like cupid for 
Valentine’s Day, and once, for no reason at all, toilet seats were hung from its arms.
The sculpture’s creator, Jake Van Wyk, is good humored about the attention pranksters 
have paid to the artwork. Speaking to the Diamond in 2012, he said, “I enjoy the 
pranks—they remind me that the students are engaged and having fun.” 
B. Mellema
See the video at 
bit.ly/dordtpostit
FE
AT
U
R
ES
28
thoughtfully executed, can help to unite 
a community around stories of campus 
mischief and shenanigans. “We want to 
encourage a vibrant culture at Dordt,” 
says Taylor. “We want our students to 
have a ton of fun here. Pranks are a part 
of the fabric of the experience; they 
become shared stories that help students 
feel like they’re part of a community.”
“Anyone can lean a garbage can against 
a door to make a mess when it’s opened,” 
says Ellerie, “but that’s not clever or 
funny except for the guy who put it there. 
We don’t get our kicks by being jerks.” 
When it comes to campus pranks, both 
Lehman and Ellerie were committed to 
a “nondestructive code of ethics,” which 
required any prank they devised be easy 
to undo and cause no damage. Lehman 
recalls that the only time he used the 
interlibrary loan system on campus was 
to obtain a book about the culture of 
elaborate yet principled pranks, called 
“hacks,” at MIT (the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology). 
Not all pranksters in Dordt’s history have 
exercised 
such rigorous 
scruples, 
however. 
Mellema 
points out that 
pranks can be 
surprisingly 
costly, and 
students, 
swept up in 
the thrill of 
their own 
conniving 
genius, sometimes fail to consider the 
fall-out: costly repairs and replacements, 
not to mention the time and resources of 
those who have to clean up the mess. 
For many, it’s a simple failure of foresight 
rather than outright inconsideration. For 
enterprising pranksters, the challenge 
of accessing unauthorized places, at 
unauthorized times, can become an end 
in itself. As a result, some don’t stop to 
consider the safety of the people who 
must climb up on rooftops to fetch out-
of-place objects, or perch on high ledges 
to undo clever installations.
Mellema tells the story of a time he and 
a new member of the maintenance staff 
went to retrieve a bike from on top of 
the B.J. Haan Auditorium: “While we were 
up there, the guy walked on a bar joist 
and fell through a false ceiling. He fell 
about seven feet—broke a shelf on his 
way down.” The man wasn’t injured, says 
Mellema, but he narrowly missed landing 
on a sharp object.
When asked to recount stories of pranks 
that turned criminal, Mellema mentions 
stolen sign-letters1, tampered-with 
mailboxes2, even grand theft auto3. And 
that isn’t the half of it: there have been 
acts of trespassing, stolen farm animals, 
“Anyone can lean a garbage can 
against a door to make a mess when it’s 
opened, but that’s not clever or funny 
except to the guy who put it there. We 
don’t get our kicks by being jerks.”
—Legendary prankster David Ellerie
PRANKS THROUGH THE AGES: A ROUGH TIMELINE
Over Dordt’s 60-year history, there have been pranks that have 
stood the test of time. Together, these classic pranks create an 
underground story—a subversive timeline that stands quietly 
beside the official institutional history (and playfully mocks it). It’s 
a narrative created by and for students that proclaims—like any 
name crudely etched in a bathroom stall—“We were here.”
1950s
• In Dordt’s first year, a bucketful 
of snakes is unleashed in the 
library.A  
• A large tractor is taken apart 
and reassembled in a hallway of 
the original classroom building.
1960s
• Students orchestrate a mass 
book burning of their Harper’s 
handbooks after passing the required first-year grammar test.
• In the late-60s, a prominent astrologer predicts an axe murderer 
will strike somewhere in the Midwest, at a college whose name 
begins with the letter “d”. Capitalizing on the prediction, two 
female students take off across campus in their bath robes while 
recorded screams blast from a speaker.
1970s
• A bicycle is abandoned on top of the KDCR radio tower.
• On more than one occasion, a Volkswagen is parked in the lobby 
of the old Student Union Building (SUB).
• A student uses Dordt’s underground tunnel system to sneak into 
the classroom building and post a note canceling her 7:35 a.m. 
Dutch class for the day.
• A group of students con their way into the library after hours 
and spend the wee hours arranging large oak tables in stacks 
that reach to the library’s top level.B
A. Bad idea. B. Do not do this.
Good luck getting that car out!
PRANKS THROUGH THE AGES: A ROUGH TIMELINE
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“borrowed” business signs, and herbicides 
deployed to unlawful ends.
Don’t even get him started on the 
Canadian flags. 
However, Mellema is quick to point out, “I 
was a kid, too. I was a prankster myself. It 
can be fun being on this side of it.”
Mellema has even made a game of foiling 
some pranks before they begin, drawing 
on his own storied past to put himself 
in the mind of would-be pranksters on 
campus. “In order to catch one, you need 
to think like one,” says Mellema.
More than one group of students has 
taken to the network of tunnels beneath 
campus in the middle of the night only 
to be startled by a wild-haired Mellema, 
crouching near the light switch as they 
creep along with their flashlights. Years 
ago, he rigged up a motion sensor in the 
underground passageways connected to 
the campus boiler plant, hoping to catch 
rogue students red-handed before they 
had a chance to see their plots through. 
“Students would get in there,” says 
Mellema, “and they’d track mud all over 
the place; later I’d notice that some of my 
tools were missing.” He was also worried 
about students’ safety, noting the danger 
of hot steam under pressure.
Seeking a deterrent, he brought his 
concerns to then Vice President for 
Student Services Curtis Taylor, who 
replied, “Wouldn’t you rather catch 
them?”
Before word got around about the sensor, 
the tunnel system had been a favorite 
among pranksters seeking subterranean 
access to campus buildings after hours. 
Mellema remembers one group of 
students scheming to enter the library 
with a box of chickens.
“They had thought it all out—it was like 
something out of Mission Impossible,” 
says Mellema. “They even had bags on 
their feet so they wouldn’t leave any 
footprints.” He got a call on his phone at 
2 a.m., alerting him to the boiler plant 
break-in. He raced to the tunnels, and 
with the help of campus security, caught 
the students before the chickens could 
be let loose among the stacks.
Mellema has foiled more than one 
prank-in-progress over the years, and he 
maintains a wry sense of humor about 
the midnight wake-up calls, despite the 
inconvenience. “It’s the middle of the 
night,” laughs Mellema. “I’m down there 
waiting to pop out and surprise them. 
I’ve really freaked some students out. My 
hair is down; I just woke up. The students 
are like, ‘Does this guy live down here, or 
what?’”4 
• In the East Campus 
Apartments, a student 
steps into her kitchen and 
discovers the head of a hog; 
her five sleeping roommates 
are startled awake by her 
screams.C 
1980s
• A group of students wearing 
hoodies sneaks into one of 
the men’s dormitories, places 
Saran Wrap neatly over the 
toilet bowls, and closes the 
lids.
• In the middle of the night, 
students replace the campus 
American flag with a hand-sewn Russian flag, hoping to prompt 
a discussion about American patriotism at the end of the Cold 
War (the American flag is restored to its position early the next 
morning, before anyone sees it).D
• A life-size plastic cow crops up above the entrance to the 
classroom building.
1990s
• A group of students transports a large spotlight onto the 
roof of the B.J. Haan Auditorium and illuminates a variety of 
unsuspecting students in and around Southview Apartments.
• The sign in front of the Commons is rearranged to read “Dordt 
College Welcomes Neil Diamond.”
• All of the toilet seats are removed from one of the women’s 
dormitories and repurposed as large bracelets on the “Gift.”
• 13,000 cups of water are set up in the classroom building, 
blocking an entire hallway and stairwell.
C. Nope. Not a good idea. Don’t do it. D. If the prank you’re planning involves removing a flag from a flagpole, 
come up with something else.
Students dig out a car that other students had 
buried after a big snowfall.
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PRANKS THROUGH THE AGES: A ROUGH TIMELINE
• While delivering the KDCR weather report, a student reporter’s 
newscast bursts into flames; the culprit wielding the flaming 
dart escapes without being identified.E 
• On several occasions, all of the spoons in several campus 
apartments went missing, only to reappear in unlikely locations: 
inside a gallon of milk in the fridge, behind a book in the 
library, taped beneath the kitchen table. The culprits remain 
undiscovered until the end of the school year, when they wear 
T-shirts revealing their identities.
2000s
• A John Deere Gator is parked on 
top of the Commons roof.
• A giant mural depicting Calvin and 
Hobbes is created with 3,200 Post-
it Notes in the Campus Center.
• Several students rappel from the ceiling of the B.J. Haan 
auditorium during the fall talent show.F 
• 500 bouncy balls are unleashed in stairwells across campus.
• A 12-foot pyramid is 
constructed using 168 chairs 
in the Grille.
• Over several years, the 
psychology department 
faculty and a group of psych 
majors engage in a prank war; 
among other pranks, string 
is spiderwebbed throughout 
the psychology office pod 
(students) and cars are 
covered entirely in moistened 
marshmallows (professors).G 
A GOLDEN RULE FOR PRANKING
In his 26 years as boiler room operator 
and campus electrician, Mellema has 
seen student cleverness at its best and 
worst. In telling the story of pranks on 
Dordt’s campus, Mellema constructs 
a history of odd congruencies: a 
proliferation of bikes on rooftops, 
calves in bathrooms, and a lawn full 
of silverware, glittering at sunrise. He 
recalls unbolted chairs piled high in front 
of classrooms and underwear inscribed in 
magic marker and flapping in the breeze.
In Dordt’s 60-year history, there have 
been Volkswagons in lobbies, a piano 
suspended from the ceiling, and students 
rappelling from rafters above an open-
mouthed crowd. 
A story that might be more urban legend 
than actual prank lives on in the stories 
of an unlikely circulator: Dordt College 
President Erik Hoekstra likes to tell 
incoming students about the time four 
piglets were let loose in one of the girls’ 
dorms, each with a large, red number 
painted on its side. College authorities 
were able to round up piglets numbered 
1, 2, 4, and 5, but spent more than an 
hour in fruitless search of missing piglet 
number 3. Finally they realized their 
mistake: there had never been a number 
three to begin 
with.
Hoekstra considers 
pranks a formative 
part of the college 
experience. 
“At Dordt,” he 
says, “we want 
to encourage a 
playful culture. As 
long as a prank doesn’t incur bodily or 
fiscal harm, we’re all for it.”
Mellema echoes this sentiment, adding 
that when it comes to animals, proceed 
with caution: “Have you ever seen a calf 
let loose in a bathroom?” he asks. “It’s a 
mess.”
As dean of students, Taylor has been 
approached by many students over 
the years inquiring about his policy on 
campus mischief. “When it comes to 
pranks,” says Taylor, “the criteria that I 
always give to students is this: everybody 
involved has to think it was great. That 
includes maintenance, grounds people, 
and the people who had the prank 
executed on them—if they all think it’s 
great, then that’s a great prank. There are 
plenty of those in Dordt’s history.”
“THE BEST PRANK IN THE 
HISTORY OF DORDT”
Perhaps the most celebrated prank in the 
history of Dordt took place in 1997 and 
involved a group of 14 co-conspirators 
and 13,000 Styrofoam cups of water.
E. No. Don’t.
F. One student involved in this prank had military training. Do you?
G. Students and professors did all the clean-up themselves.
“When it comes to pranks the 
criteria that I always give to students 
is this: everybody involved has to 
think it was great.”
—Dean of Students Robert Taylor
Former president Dr. J.B. Hulst is greeted 
onstage at the B.J. Haan Auditorium by a 
student in a gorilla suit. The suit, once worn by 
Hulst, lives on, occasionally making on-campus 
appearances.
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An English professor at the time, Dr. 
James C. Schaap, was the first to come 
upon the cups, each filled two-thirds-full 
and arranged in impeccable rows along 
the hallway and stairwell leading to the 
faculty office complex. 
“I’m an early bird,” explains Schaap. “I had 
an eight o’clock class, and I always went 
in at six thirty to be sure I had myself 
ready.” When he came upon the cups, he 
had no choice but to begin the tedious 
task of clearing a path to his office.
”There may well have been thousands,” 
recalls Schaap. “They were parked so 
closely together that it was impossible 
for me to get my size 15s on the steps.
“I had no cell phone,” says Schaap, “so 
I couldn’t call anyone.” He recalls soon 
seeing others “trickling in” to help 
clear the cups, carefully dumping their 
contents in a 55-gallon Rubbermaid 
trashcan as they went.
Mellema remembers the phone call to 
maintenance that morning enlisting help 
with the clean-up. “I quickly grabbed my 
camera. I thought, ‘I’ve got to document 
this stuff,’” says Mellema. He confesses 
to admiring the students’ creativity and 
planning. The three engineering students 
involved had calculated the number of 
cups needed to fill the area in question, 
and to avoid detection, the pranksters 
covered all of the windows in the faculty 
office complex with dark, heavy paper. 
Mellema refers to the stunt as “by far the 
best prank in the history of Dordt.”
Schaap also admits to being reluctantly 
impressed, and while he remembers 
some grumbling among those tasked 
with clean-up, he recalls laughter, too, 
as staff and faculty banded together to 
painstakingly remove the cups. “It really 
was great fun. I was frustrated by how 
long it took to get upstairs, but I had to 
admit it was a great prank. I remember 
being mightily impressed.”
Student Piet Westerbeek (’98) was 
involved in the prank’s planning and 
furnished some of the supplies. According 
to him, the prank was originally intended 
for another night, but the students were 
foiled by a former Dordt psychology 
PRANKS THROUGH THE AGES: A ROUGH TIMELINE
• By the light of the 
moon, students 
paint a mural on the 
exterior of the old 
SUB, shortly before 
its demolition. The 
mural features the 
message, “DUST TO DUST, OH DWELLING OF A THOUSAND 
MEMORIES, LOSE THY LIGHT.”
2010s
• In the dead of winter, three students sneak 
into a men’s dormitory and make off with all 
of the underwear belonging to two roommates 
(every last pair, even those in the laundry). 
A week later, early on a Friday morning, the 
underwear reappears, draped across the “Gift” 
and piled high in one of its outstretched 
hands. The frozen undergarments—dunked 
in icy water and adhered to the statue 
overnight—must be pried loose.
• Overnight, a group of 
students fastens all of 
the chairs in the Campus 
Commons together using 
zip ties.
• All of the silverware 
disappear from the 
Campus Commons; a note declaring “Go Raiders!” is left 
behind on the door. Sometime later, the silverware turns up 
at Northwestern College, 12 miles away, having been covertly 
left there by a group of Dordt students motivated by the two 
schools’ historic rivalry. 
• The contents of a student’s dorm 
room are transported through an 
East Hall window and reassembled 
on the rooftop, directly above the 
dormitory’s entrance. A Canadian 
flag is draped across the entrance, 
signifying the nationalities of all 
parties involved.
Don’t try this at home; it’s a federal offense. 
Here, a mailbox has been removed from its site 
and sits at the top of the B.J. Haan Auditorium. 
English Professor Emeritus Dr. James C. Schaap was 
the first to stumble upon the Styrofoam cup prank 
as he tried to make his way to his office early one 
morning. Clean-up took hours.
Will everyone 
affected by the 
prank—including 
those who have to 
clean it up—have 
a good chuckle 
over how clever 
you are?
A
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professor, who camped out in his offi ce until 2 a.m. that 
morning.
“We went that fi rst night to scout it out, dressed in all black,” 
says Westerbeek. “Some of us kept eyes on security. We didn’t 
have cell phones 
back in those days, 
so we used CB radios 
to communicate,” 
he says. To this day, 
Westerbeek is unsure 
if Schaap, now his 
father-in-law, knows 
of his involvement in 
the prank.
The night the stunt 
was fi nally pulled 
off, Westerbeek 
had to bow out 
because of a speech 
he was scheduled 
to give early the 
next morning. 
Several of the 
collaborators were 
caught, however, 
after maintenance 
staff called around 
to area businesses 
and discovered the 
student purchasing 
industrial-sized boxes of Styrofoam cups had signed for them 
with his own name.
By the time graduation rolled around, the seniors who had 
not yet been caught revealed their identities at the ceremony; 
upon receiving a diploma, each guilty party handed President 
Zylstra a Styrofoam cup.
1. Did you know a single letter on the Dordt sign costs $250?
2. This is a federal offense.
3. A Dordt security car was taken over spring break one year; it turned up 
many years later at the bottom of a drained pond.
4. If you sneak into the campus tunnel system, Brian Mellema will catch you.
ALEISA DORNBIERER-SCHAT
PULLING 
PRANKS
POCKET GUIDE
Considering adding an installment 
to the annals of Dordt pranks but 
still unsure of its appropriateness? 
Good;  that means you’re using your 
head. Starting at the top, use this 
flow chart to help you consider all 
angles.
URBAN LEGEND?
Did these pranks really happen? If so, 
when?
On the morning following a blizzard, 
a student calls into the campus radio 
station impersonating President B.J. Haan; 
the student successfully cancels classes 
for the day.
All the seats in room C160 (classroom 
building) are unbolted and stacked at 
the front of the room; maintenance pulls 
together and replaces all the seats before 
classes begin for the day.
In the chapel balcony, behind the sound 
room, an American fl ag is rigged up to a 
pulley system and connected to a small 
orange timer (by way of a record player 
and a cassette tape deck, turned up to full 
volume). In the middle of a service, “Born 
in the U.S.A” booms out from the balcony 
and the fl ag descends over the crowd.
Don’t 
do it.
YES
NO
Do it right, 
and you may 
be named 
“Master 
Prankster!”
Now you’re 
cooking with 
oil. 
Does 
the 
prank 
involve 
manual 
tools?
Don’t 
do it.
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Does the prank 
involve an animal?
NO
Is the animal alive?
Will the 
animal be 
harmed?
Is it a 
stuffed 
animal?
NO
NO
Congratulations! 
You’re probably on 
the right track.
YES
YES
YES
YESNO
Will the 
animal be let 
loose in an 
environment 
other than 
its natural 
habitat?
YES
NO
You’re on 
the right 
track.
Don’t 
do it.
Don’t 
do it.
Does the prank 
involve removing sign 
lettering, or a flag 
representing a country, 
state, or institution?
Don’t do 
it. This is the 
stuff that gets 
you put in the 
clink.
YES
NO
Does the prank involve 
power tools?
YESNO
Will you 
be returning 
whatever you 
dismantle or 
deconstruct 
to its original 
state in 
a timely 
manner?NO
YES
Is the prank 
original—
implementing 
outside-the-
box thinking?
YES
Don’t 
do it.
NO
YESThat’s 
bush 
league; 
don’t do it!
NO
Will the prank 
inflict bodily harm 
on another person 
or damage property 
that doesn’t belong 
to you?
YES
NO
Will somebody cry as 
a result of your prank 
(because they’re sad, not 
because they’re laughing)?
YES
NO
START 
HERE
A
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Spending 32 years at one job is 
increasingly rare, and once a person 
reaches such tenure, their institutional 
knowledge and accumulated wisdom is 
hard to match and almost impossible to 
replace. So we’re happy that Jongsma will 
continue to serve in an advisory role as 
well as write occasional articles for the 
publication she helped shape and grow 
into the magazine it is today.
In honor of her work, we share a few 
comments from current and former 
colleagues and some kudos for her work 
that have come via phone or email.
I worked for Sally Jongsma as a student 
assistant for two and a half years. I was a 
biology major, but I also loved to write. It 
felt like a dream come true, to have a work-
study position doing something I loved! 
Among other things, my responsibilities 
included interviewing people and writing 
stories for the Voice. Being trusted with 
actual articles felt like a huge vote of 
confidence, and Sally’s feedback on my 
drafts was thoughtful and constructive. 
I also appreciated working with Sally on 
a personal level. I viewed her as a kind of 
informal mentor. I valued our discussions 
about issues or about what I was learning 
in my classes. What I was learning had 
implications that could affect the heart 
and shape actions, but sometimes the 
implications needed to be teased out 
through conversation with a trusted and 
wise friend. 
Since my graduation, I have appreciated 
occasional visits with Sally and her 
husband, Cal, in Sioux Center and in 
Ontario, where I now live. I respect and 
appreciate Sally as much as ever. An editor 
now myself, I can imagine the pangs 
she must feel, letting go of a publication 
that she has shaped and worked on for 
so many years. But I am confident that 
she will continue to learn and grow, and 
that she will find new ways to contribute. 
Congratulations, Sally!
Dawn (Bakker) Berkelaar (’96)
Sally Jongsma always approached her 
work on the Voice of Dordt College as a 
reporter of substance and not just a public 
relations flack. She wanted people to know 
the breadth of what was taking place at 
Dordt College and, even more important to 
Sally, why it was happening. She always 
ensured that Dordt publications helped 
promote the cause of Reformed Christian 
higher education and not simply advertise 
for our institution. Under her guidance 
people could see that what set this college 
apart was more than its history or heritage; 
its distinctiveness grew out of its lasting 
mission and the dedication to carrying it 
out. Sally Jongsma is one of a kind, and 
both Dordt College and the kingdom of 
Christ have been blessed by her service.
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra, President of Dordt College 
1996–2012
For as long as I’ve been working with 
her, Sally has approached the Voice with 
mindful balance. She has written from the 
perspective of what’s best for the college, 
what’s truest to Dordt’s mission. Believing 
that mission had relevance for everything, 
she challenged herself to cover all areas, 
not just what interested her. In the same 
manner, she was always conscious of the 
need to adapt to user behavior. Sensible 
change was welcomed. She never shied 
away from reminding me that if I “need 
to cut more text to get pictures in, let 
me know” because she was attuned to 
the balance between visual and editorial 
aesthetics.
Jamin Ver Velde (’99), Voice art director/designer
Sally Jongsma, longtime Voice editor, left some big shoes to fill when she 
retired after the 2014–15 school year. 
THE VOICE OF DORDT
FROM READERS
I received a call last week from my sister-in-
law from Brinnon, Wash., as she was reading 
the latest edition of the Voice, who wanted 
to share that she couldn’t put it down.  
This week I received my copy of the Voice and 
was excited to see the cover photo taken in 
my church, La Grave Ave CRC. So many people 
loved hearing the choir and hosting the 
students. I do NOT want to part with my copy! 
Is it possible to have a few extra copies sent?  
I just read the Dordt Voice from cover 
to cover. Thanks for the inspirational, 
informative, and uplifting magazine that 
represents Dordt so well. I appreciate 
how far the magazine has come ... from 
the newspaper look to the professional 
magazine look. It is a great reflection of the 
Christian professional atmosphere of Dordt!
I just received the new Voice and read it 
cover to cover. It is outstanding in every 
way—graphically and editorially, and the 
content is just absolutely wonderful. Thank 
you, and please say thank you to everyone 
involved. This issue is so full of such good 
stuff, I was just absolutely thrilled with it. 
It’s fortifying and wonderful.
D
O
U
G B
U
R
G
A
LU
M
N
I
35
Many of us have read countless articles on giving. We have 
referenced Scripture verses on 
generosity and wrestled with what 
it means to tithe. And 
perhaps when adding 
up the hours we spend 
teaching Sunday 
school, attending 
committee meetings, 
or volunteering in 
any given week—or 
when we look at the 
remaining balance in our checkbook 
after the tuition has been paid, the 
groceries have been purchased, and the 
bills for the month have been covered—
we may feel like we have nothing left to 
give.  
Yet despite the busyness in our daily 
lives and the obstacles our culture 
puts in our way, I have the privilege of 
witnessing one of many facets of real, 
tangible giving every day.  
Over 6,372 alumni, parents, friends, and 
fans gave a gift to the Dordt College 
Annual Fund last year. Dordt’s alumni 
giving percentage alone is 25 percent. 
And behind each thank you letter that 
I sign is a donor story of how he or 
she has allowed the Holy Spirit to lay 
upon his or her heart the work of Dordt 
College.   
As one of our confessions states, “Our 
world belongs to God.” All things are 
his—our time, our talents, and our 
fi nances. Whether it’s the hour we spend 
lending a helping hand, using our gifts 
of leadership in the offi ce, changing a 
diaper, or forgoing a daily cup of coffee 
to add $5 more to our monthly recurring 
gift, everything we are and everything 
we have is his—and it all matters.
Dordt College recently held its fi rst 
Giving Day. Dordt Gives was a 36-hour 
challenge when every dollar given went 
directly to fund student scholarships. 
Anyone who has been a part of Dordt 
College has taken something from this 
place, whether it is a love of learning, a 
stronger grasp of a fi eld of study, lifelong 
friends, or a deeper faith.  And because 
of all that Dordt gives, over 250 donors 
helped raise $125,000 to fund student 
scholarships so that more students can 
discover what Dordt can give them.  
As we look ahead to a new season of 
giving and giving thanks, I encourage 
you to take time to refl ect on what God 
has given you, and what he has called 
you to give. So that we can say together: 
As followers of Jesus Christ,
living in this world—
we declare with joy and trust:
Our world belongs to God!
KAREN (HAMILTON, ’99) VAN SCHOUWEN, 
DIRECTOR OF ANNUAL GIVING
GIVING DAY GIFTS 
FUND SCHOLARSHIPS
agriculture
s u m m i T
g l o b a l
agriculture
s u m m i T
g l o b a l
agriculture
s u m m i T
g l o b a l
Growing connections for flourishing communities
Be part of an exciting event designed to create connections and relationships 
that lead to coordinated, market-based, community-building actions that will 
help bring restoration and reconciliation in a world of hunger and poverty.
s u m m i t  s p o n s o r s
Andreas Center
FOR REFORMED SCHOLARSHIP AND SERVICE 
p a r t n e r i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s
agrisummit.org
March 3-4, 2016  at   Dordt College  IN Sioux Center, Iowa
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Kobes and Veenstra speak from decades 
of experience. Both are alumni professors 
who have watched the faculty change 
and programs develop. They have also 
watched younger alumni with specialized 
training and experience return to their 
alma mater to teach because of what 
they gained as students. These alumni 
faculty stories help tell the larger story 
of how a Dordt education has shaped 
students over the past 60 years.
Kobes came to Dordt as a classical 
languages major in 1965.
“Former President B.J. Haan had a 
signifi cant infl uence on my parents,” 
Kobes says. Haan was something of a 
fi rebrand and promoted Dordt College 
in the local and broader Reformed 
Christian community. He preached and 
spoke tirelessly about the implications 
of believing that everything Christians 
do, not just their worship and individual 
expressions of faith, grows out of the 
conviction that God, the Creator, is 
sovereign over everything and that 
Christians are his hands in his world, 
Kobes says.
“I was strongly encouraged to go to Dordt 
College,” says Kobes, admitting that it 
took a few years for him to appreciate the 
difference his education would make in 
the way he thought and lived.
“It was almost like a second conversion,” 
he says. “My concept of faith was a 
combination of doctrinalism and pietism: 
get doctrine straight, live a life of prayer, 
obey God’s laws, and go to heaven and 
sing with the angels.” He recalls not 
being too excited about the prospect of 
singing in a heavenly choir.
At Dordt, he came to see that what he 
does every day matters because God 
created his world good and gave his 
people work to do in it—work that makes 
a difference for others and for Christ’s 
kingdom and culminates in living with 
God in the new heavens and new earth.
“It was liberating and challenging to 
think about every part of life lived in 
service to God,” he says.
After Calvin Theological Seminary, 
Kobes intended to enter congregational 
ministry. He found, as did others, that 
Haan could be persuasive in convincing 
Dordt alumni who embraced this 
“kingdom vision” to come back to teach. 
He’s been here  since.
“It has been enriching and challenging to 
be a faculty member at Dordt, deepening 
my understanding of what it means to be 
a Christ-follower,” he says. He’s shared 
that vision with his students for 42 years.
Veenstra’s early story is similar.
“My dad believed Reverend Haan was 
on to something in his passionate 
commitment to a Kuyperian 
understanding that every square inch of 
creation and life matters to God,” says 
Veenstra. His father told him he should 
go to Dordt.
“It was a wise decision,” says Veenstra, 
who plans to retire at the end of this year. 
“Dordt opened up for me a broader sense 
of God’s kingdom. It still fi res me up. 
It’s not just philosophy and history that 
matter, but communicating, plumbing, 
and nursing.”
ALUMNI FACULTY REFLECT 
ON A DORDT EDUCATION
Dordt College faculty members have come from more diverse backgrounds over 
the past 20 years, and new majors have been added, yet a Dordt education remains 
remarkably the same, say longtime faculty members Dr. Wayne Kobes (’69) and Dr. 
Charles Veenstra (’68).
History, theology, and philosophy faculty in the late 1970s: Back left: John Zinkand, William Nawyn, 
John Van Dyk, James De Jong, McKendree Langley; Front left: Wayne Kobes, Louis Van Dyke, and Arnold 
Koekkoek
As a student and as a faculty member, Dr. Wayne 
Kobes has been at Dordt College for 46 years. He 
currently serves as chair of the faculty.
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Veenstra, who teaches communication, 
disliked speech as an undergraduate, 
but he came to see that learning 
communication skills was an important 
way to serve. He participated in Dordt’s 
debate team as an undergraduate 
and savors the memories of the lively 
discussions he shared with team 
members and with other students 
on campus—
conversations about 
topics such as what 
a Christian political 
party might look like.
Veenstra returned to 
Dordt to teach in 1976.
“Faculty members 
push each other 
hard to explore what 
difference it makes in 
the way we teach our 
disciplines that we are 
Christians,” he says, 
believing it means 
more than opening class with prayer and 
treating people well.
Dr. Robert DeHaan (’85), who teaches 
environmental studies and community 
development, is a bit younger than 
Kobes and Veenstra but also had 
parental encouragement to attend Dordt. 
“Dad told me he’d help with tuition at 
Dordt, but I was on my own if I went to 
a state school,” he says. He came and is 
happy he did so.
“I gained a bigger sense of God’s 
kingdom and of our ability to work with 
him in his world, and I came to see more 
opportunities to live my faith in my 
vocation,” he says.
De Haan farmed back in Minnesota for 
“Dordt opened up for me a 
broader sense of God’s kingdom. 
It still fi res me up. It’s not just 
philosophy and history that 
matter, but communicating, 
plumbing, and nursing.”
—Communication Professor Charles Veenstra
English, communication, and foreign language faculty in 1980: Back left: James Vanden Bosch, John 
Struyk, Daryl Vander Kooi, Charles Veenstra, Cindy Holtrop, Lillian Grissen, Dallas Apol, Jack Vanden 
Berg, William Stonks, Randall Vander Mey, Martin Dekkenga, Hugh Cook, and Mike Vanden Bosch
Environmental Studies and Community 
Development Professor Robb De Haan 
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a year after graduating, then put his 
agricultural knowledge to use in Nigeria, 
working with Christian Reformed World 
Missions to find sustainable ways to 
produce crops on a large scale. 
“High rainfall tropical soils will only 
produce well for about 10 years if they 
are not treated well,” he says.
The experience convinced him to go to 
graduate school to learn how to do good 
scientific research. His daughter’s health 
kept him and his family stateside from 
then on, but he remained committed to 
researching agricultural practices that 
sustain the rich soils that God created.
“We’ve tried to develop a framework 
and rationale for living well as God’s 
creatures,” he says, adding that he has 
learned much from non-Christians 
who have done “really good work” in 
this area. De Haan recently conducted 
collaborative research with a local 
farmer that is getting statewide 
attention. They have tested different 
cropping systems—ways of planting 
crops—to find ways to decrease 
contaminants in community water 
supplies.
“Technology gives us opportunities to 
expand the reach of our research and 
its impact,” De Haan says. He’s thankful 
for being part of a “thoughtful, capable, 
group of faculty and staff who try to 
understand culture and explore and 
promote change as needed.”
Younger alumni faculty are sprinkled 
throughout the disciplines, alumni who 
have used their undergraduate education 
to excel in graduate school and in their 
fields and are now eager to help prepare 
today’s students for their professions.
For Language Professor Rikki (Mueller, 
’04) Heldt, who grew up in East Germany 
and became a Christian after coming 
to the United States as a high school 
exchange student, Dordt College offered 
a positive alternative to negative 
attitudes toward the church and 
Christianity that she grew up with. She 
came to embrace the value of community 
as she experienced it at Dordt and now 
the opportunity she has as a professor 
to help students expand their cultural 
experiences and appreciation for what 
people from other traditions bring to 
our lives. She challenges her students 
to interact with people from other 
backgrounds to better understand the 
richness and complexity of God’s world.
Criminal Justice Professor Donald Roth 
(’07), a graduate of Georgetown law 
school in Washington, D.C., says both his 
undergraduate and faculty experiences 
at Dordt have deepened the way he 
thinks about justice and the law. After 
working briefly as a tax lawyer, he found 
that he wanted something more, so 
he returned to Dordt to teach criminal 
justice and business law.
“As we talk together in community, we 
don’t try to escape the big, bad world, 
but engage ideas and issues deeply and 
in a holistic way,” he says. This helps 
students understand how criminal 
justice and business law function and 
Language Studies Professor Rikki Heldt
Criminal Justice and Business Law Professor 
Donald Roth
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connect to other institutions in society, 
he believes. Through teaching, writing, 
and leading Dordt’s debate team, he tries 
to inspire and train students to put a 
reformational perspective to work.
Dr. Channon Visscher (’00), who teaches 
chemistry and astronomy, says his Dordt 
science education helped him begin to 
think deeply about faith and science. 
A NASA-funded planetary science 
researcher, he does not pretend that that 
questions of faith and 
science have simple 
answers, but he also 
believes they are not in 
confl ict.
“Doing science in 
humility, paying close 
attention to God’s 
revelation in creation, 
and embracing the 
awe and majesty of 
creation have helped 
me appreciate more and 
more that science is a creative, human 
endeavor. We are equipping students to 
be scientists able to grapple with the 
questions that present themselves as we 
learn about our world,” he says.
He adds, “We know much more about the 
universe today than we did even when I 
was a student, but the questions are the 
same: what am I, God’s child in his world, 
doing here?”
Education Professor Mary Beth (Smith, 
’91) Pollema credits Dordt College with 
helping her realize that fi nding a calling 
in life is much more than fi nding a job. A 
Spanish and education major, she came 
to see that Spanish could help build 
bridges between cultures and show 
Christ’s love to others. A former high 
school Spanish teacher, she now shares 
how faith and worldview shape the way 
she and her students learn and teach.
Dr. Leah (Schreurs, ’96) Zuidema, 
associate provost for curriculum 
and instruction who also coedits a 
professional publication in her fi eld of 
English education, says that what she 
learned as a student about the value of 
living out of a godly world- and life-view 
has become a deeper awareness that all 
of life is worship.
“Students push us today. They expect 
excellence,” she says, noting that more 
students come from families with 
different traditions and habits from 
generations of previous Dordt students. 
“This forces us to talk together about 
what we assume and what we believe.”
Part of Zuidema’s job is to help faculty 
together deepen their reformational 
insight, drawing on the contributions of 
others inside and outside of the Christian 
community.
“It’s not always easy to know what’s right 
and what’s good in this complicated, 
fallen world that God created good,” she 
says. But it’s the task he’s given us, she 
believes.
Engineering Professor Dr. Justin Vander 
Werff (’00) has been working out of this 
perspective both on campus and off. He 
and Dr. Joel Sikkema (’09) have developed 
fi ve principles to help them and their 
students think about engineering:
(1) The world and everything in it was 
created for God’s glory.
(2) People are called both to cultivate 
and to keep creation.
(3) People are creatures, not saviors.
(4) People are called to alleviate suffering 
in the human and nonhuman world.
(5) People are called to work out of 
gratefulness for Christ’s sacrifi ce, and 
he uses their work to accomplish his 
purposes even though they don’t always 
know how.
Vander Werff says these principles grow 
out of his Christian worldview, but as he’s 
designed earthquake-resistant bridges 
for the state of California, he has learned 
much from the good engineering of non-
Christians in his fi eld. For him, being a 
Christ-follower means serving others, by 
designing bridges that keep people safer 
or by exploring sustainable solar energy 
options for society.   
After an alumni engineering society 
meeting last spring, Vander Werff said, 
“We all left feeling that our work is 
having an impact on our world.” He 
repeatedly hears engineering alumni say 
how much they value their education.
“The challenge to think Christianly is 
simple, yet it has a profound impact,” he 
says. That, in a nutshell, is what he and 
most faculty alumni learned at Dordt 
College, and that is what they hope 
future generations of students learn, too.
SALLY JONGSMA
“As we talk together in 
community, we don’t try to 
escape the big, bad world, but 
engage ideas and issues deeply 
and in a holistic way.”
—Criminal Justice and Business Law Professor Donald Roth
Engineering Professor Justin Vander Werff
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“I’m ready,” says Mike 
Epema, about retiring in 
December. 
Epema (’76) will end 38 years in 
admissions and fi nancial aid in December. 
In the next breath he says, “I love Dordt 
College with all of my heart. I can’t think 
of a job I’d rather have done.” But he’s 
ready for a change of pace.
For a person who admits that he’s not 
fond of change, Epema has handled 
a great deal of it during his tenure. 
Even as he prepares to hand the reins 
to a new director of fi nancial aid, he’s  
implementing signifi cant changes in the 
way fi nancial aid is awarded and handled 
due to new federal policies. Higher 
education amendments are reauthorized 
every four to six years.
“That almost guarantees change,” he says.
But governmental regulations are not all 
that has changed. The number and size of 
scholarships has increased dramatically 
during his tenure. When he began, the 
top award was $300, and tuition was 
$3,000. Today the top award is $14,500, 
and tuition is $28,000. As at almost every 
other institution, more awards today are 
given for academic merit. Epema loves 
attracting and rewarding good students 
at Dordt, but he also has “a heart for 
average good students.” He works hard 
to fi nd ways to recognize students’ 
contributions to the communities they 
are part of and advocates for awards that 
recognize these contributions.
Epema crunches lots of numbers, but 
he’s quick to point out that what he’s 
done has always been more about 
communicating his belief in Dordt 
College and fi nding ways to put together 
fi nancial aid packages that make 
attending Dordt possible for students. 
In the early years, he recalls, many 
parents told him that they had paid for 
Christian education through high school, 
and their child was now responsible for 
paying for college.
“At that time, a student could make 
enough to pay half of the year’s tuition 
by working in the summer,” says Epema. 
Today that percentage is far lower, plus 
the government now includes a family’s 
contribution in determing what an 
institution is allowed to award in aid.
“Part of my job is to help bring families 
to the point of seeing how the Lord has 
blessed them as they make their decision 
about attending college. For many, it 
takes both sacrifi ce and the conviction 
that God will provide,” he says.
The challenges have always been there, 
but Epema says they too have changed. 
“In the ’70s and ’80s, students lived 
on top of each other in rather dumpy 
basement apartments, technology as we 
know it today was nearly nonexistent, 
and recreational expectations were 
different. Today, people want more. 
As expectations rise, so do costs. Most 
parents today wouldn’t let their children 
live as we lived as students,” he says.
Looking back, Epema describes his job as 
government watchdog, guardian of the 
college coffers, and friend of students 
and their parents.
“I’ve been privileged to work with 
many wonderful people who take very 
seriously their commitment to Christian 
higher education,” he says. “I have 
dealt with people’s two most precious 
commodities— their children and their 
money.” It produced some stress but also 
gave him much for which to be thankful.
SALLY JONGSMA
Agri-business Art Communication
Engineering Finance
Dordt College seeks to provide a holistic Christ-centered learning experience for our students, in 
which a kingdom perspective is infused throughout the curriculum—a curriculum designed to 
help students develop Christian insight to discern and challenge the worldviews of our age in light 
of God’s Word and a reformational perspective.  
For more information on these positions, please visit the Dordt College website at:
www.dordt.edu/prospective_employees/faculty
Dordt College is seeking applications for the following faculty positions:
Dr. Eric Forseth, Provost
Dordt College
498 4th Ave. NE
Sioux Center, IA  51250-1697
Email: provost@dordt.edu 
Dordt College does not discriminate as to 
age, sex, national origin, marital status or 
against those who are disabled.
EPEMA EYES CHANGE OF PACE
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Dordt College showcased the talent of some of its alumni at an exhibition 
during Defender Days titled Accentuating 
Architecture: an Alumni Architecture 
Exhibition. The show featured 
architectural drawings and 
photographs of the work 
of three Dordt alumni 
architects. Art Professor 
David Versluis, advisor 
for the pre-architecture 
program and art gallery 
coordinator, hosted the 
event with assistance from exhibition 
curator John Den Boer (’00). Den Boer  
lives in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and 
works with TowerPinkster Architects and 
Engineers. 
Versluis was the brains behind the event, 
which was the inaugural design show in 
the Campus Center Art Gallery. The three 
alumni featured were Den Boer; Jon 
Dykstra (’06), who works with Alliiance 
in Minneapolis; and Kevin Zandberg (’92), 
project manager for MSJA Architects in 
Salt Lake City. Den Boer was present on 
October 24 to give a gallery talk at the 
exhibition’s opening.
The show was intended to help viewers 
consider why buildings are the way 
they are. The projects displayed in the 
exhibition considered architectural 
design on various levels, such as 
analyzing the building within the context 
of the site, the infl uences on a building 
and environment, and the method and 
process used to study and design a 
building. A central goal of the show was 
to foster a deeper appreciation for the 
built environment and illuminate the 
architect’s role in the design process.
Although Dordt doesn’t have an 
architecture program, it offers a pre-
architecture program. Den Boer says 
his experience at Dordt and beyond has 
helped him appreciate architecture in a 
unique way.
“I know that my experience at Dordt 
gave me a strong liberal arts education, 
rooted in the Gospel of Jesus,” he 
says. Zandberg also considers Dordt 
foundational for his career, saying, “With 
the assistance of Dordt College faculty, 
I formulated a core set of courses that 
helped prepare me for graduate school.”
As a Dordt alumnus and the event’s 
curator, Den Boer understands the 
unique perspective he possesses in the 
world of architecture. 
“For me, architecture is about meeting 
the needs of people. Not only the 
physical needs of people, but also their 
emotional and intellectual needs. There 
is quite a bit of research that points to 
the impact of a person’s environment on 
a person’s well-being. Architects have 
a duty to design functional, practical, 
but also beautiful buildings. Likewise, 
Christians have a duty to serve others 
and glorify God,” he says. 
JULIE JANSEN (’16)
ALUMNI ARCHITECTS’ 
WORK FILLS GALLERY
D. Versluis
The Campus Center Art Gallery was fi lled with architectural drawings of buildings from around the 
country during the fi rst design show hosted by Dordt’s Department of Art and Design.
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It’s one of the country’s most productive 
agricultural regions, and after graduating 
from Dordt in 1985 and earning his MBA 
at Purdue University, Vos returned to the 
valley to begin building a career in the 
wine industry. 
“It was sheer luck, really,” says Vos, 
explaining how his path led him back 
to his hometown of Ripon, California. 
A new graduate, he remembers using 
his parents’ California home as a base 
to fl y out to interviews across the 
country, many of them with companies 
headquartered on the East Coast. He 
turned down job offers from Oracle and 
Microsoft, at the time a little-known 
start-up. 
“Maybe that was a mistake,” Vos laughs.
Then an interview fell into his lap: he 
was invited to sit down with a cohort 
representing E. & J. Gallo, the world’s 
largest family-owned winery and largest 
exporter of California wines. All of Vos’ 
clothes were at the cleaners, so he 
showed up in jeans and a T-shirt. They 
offered him the job.
Vos has spent the past 25 years in 
the industry, serving in a variety of 
leadership roles, fi rst at Gallo and later 
the Wine Group, the world’s third-largest 
wine producer by volume. In 2012, he 
assumed the role of Wine Group CEO.
“I wasn’t looking to get into this 
business, but I’m grateful to be able to 
do something that allows me to be near 
family and that gives me the chance to 
work alongside some great people,” says 
Vos. He also appreciates the industry’s 
ties to the land and to the families that 
make their livelihoods from it.
As CEO of the Wine Group, headquartered 
in Livermore, California, Vos oversees the 
production of such well-known brands 
as Franzia, Cupcake, Corbett Canyon, 
Cardinal Zin, FishEye, Flipfl op, and 
Almaden. 
Although he is often responsible for 
making strategic decisions at critical 
moments, Vos stresses that service and 
collaboration are the most important 
aspects of his job. 
“When people ask me about what I do, I 
tell them I’m the head janitor; I clean up 
messes,” he jokes. 
Despite this custodial responsibility, his 
position also requires leadership and 
vision: “A huge part of the job is making 
sure you have the right people, and then 
creating the conditions that allow them 
to do what they’re good at. It’s about 
culture, and setting the right tone.”
Vos credits his time as a student at 
Dordt College with laying the broad 
foundation of knowledge and skills that 
allows him to do this work 
well. Aside from the 
lessons he learned as a 
student-athlete on the 
basketball court, Vos 
says his business 
coursework at 
Dordt made 
some of his 
graduate 
school 
courses 
seem like a 
review. More 
importantly, 
Dordt shaped 
the sort of 
person and 
businessman 
he has become. 
“At Dordt,” 
he says, 
“there was 
just enough 
protection that 
you developed a sense of confi dence in 
what you knew, in what you were able to 
do, and in the gifts that God had given to 
you. You found out when you left there 
just how well prepared you were. I’m 
grateful to have that development built 
right into my DNA.”
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KEYNOTE
Brian Vos was the 
keynote speaker at the 
Business Connections 
Breakfast, part of 
the Defender Days 
celebration on campus 
October 23–24.
Brian Vos grew up in California’s Central Valley, where family wineries dot the 
landscape and hillside vineyards transition to almond groves and cotton fi elds. 
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As a young girl, she was surrounded 
by women interested in politics—a 
grandmother who wrote “scores of 
letters” to her elected representatives, an 
aunt who invited her to caucuses, and a 
mother who brought her to meet former 
President Gerald Ford.
As a young adult, she developed an 
interest in foreign affairs, which she 
largely credits to her time at Dordt and 
the Studies Program in Contemporary 
Europe (SPICE) under Dr. Case Boot. 
“That experience opened my eyes to the 
larger world around me and gave me my 
fi rst real exposure to other cultures and 
religions,” Bekkering says.
After Bekkering graduated from 
Dordt College in 1998 with a political 
science degree, she worked in both 
the legislative and executive branches 
of the United States government. Her 
experiences helped her see how foreign 
assistance policies were formulated, 
increasing her desire to see the impact of 
these policies once put into action. 
Today, Bekkering is the director of 
governance of the 
International Republican 
Institute (IRI), a nonprofi t, 
nonpartisan organization 
that seeks to advance 
freedom and democracy 
across the globe.
“Through IRI, I have the 
opportunity to develop 
and implement programs designed 
to support democratic development 
worldwide,” Bekkering says. As director 
of governance, she works with legislators 
and government offi cials around the 
world, “supporting them in their efforts 
to build mechanisms and government 
institutions that ensure rule of law, 
justice, and welfare for all citizens, 
regardless of race, religion, or gender.”
Bekkering has also done advocacy work 
to help empower women politically. 
“Frankly, the more I was exposed to 
women from other countries, the more I 
realized how I had taken so many of my 
own rights as an American woman for 
granted,” Bekkering says. “I felt a sense 
of urgency and duty to support my peers 
across the world and was very blessed to 
have a job that allowed me to do so.”
Bekkering’s advocacy work was 
recognized in 2013 when she was named 
a Top Global Woman by Diplomatic 
Courier, a global affairs magazine.
While at Dordt, Bekkering was 
challenged to consider a Reformed 
worldview and how it applies to every 
aspect of life. Bekkering says that the 
comprehensiveness of God’s sovereignty 
has motivated her professional career.
“My calling as a Christian in the fi eld of 
politics and international relations is to 
act as God’s servant and to strive to bring 
mercy to the needy and justice to the 
oppressed,” says Bekkering. “Through my 
work with marginalized communities—
women, primarily—I strive to advocate 
for legislation that offers protection from 
abuse and discrimination.” 
Bekkering was honored with the 
Distinguished Alumni Award for her 
valuable contributions to politics and her 
reformational approach to government. “I 
can truthfully say that the other awards 
have not meant as much to me personally 
as the Dordt Distinguished Alumni 
Award,” Bekkering says.
Bekkering and her husband both feel 
blessed to have spent their formative 
years in a Christian community. “Not only 
did we meet at Dordt, but we received 
a quality education and developed a 
support structure that has carried us 
throughout the rest of our lives,” says 
Bekkering. “I owe so much of my personal 
and professional development to this 
community of believers.”
LYDIA MARCUS (’18)
“The more I was exposed to women from other 
countries, the more I realized how I had taken so many of 
my own rights as an American woman for granted.”
—2015 Distinguished Alumna Michelle Bekkering
Michelle Bekkering has known she wanted to work in the government for most of her life. 
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